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When in a cemetery,
tread lightly, speak softly,
and leave quietly with a
memory

.

Queries: What? Why a query?

An interview with Deb Wickham

…You may wonder or need to know……….. If you had been at the January meeting
you would have your answer. Deb Wickham, our query chair, shared a query she
had received lately. “Normal queries are usually looking for the birth, marriage, or
death of specific people, or an obituary from our index, or maybe they want a
picture of the headstone. I use the resources we have available within our library,
the public library, and our local/provincials archives to research their request. This
query was different in that the person wanted to find more about a family’s lifestyle
rather than statistics.”
As Deb shared the information she had received from the people, the face of Doreen
Schank, sitting beside her, lit up with excitement and amazement. “ I live on that
street. I know them.” she said. Lorine Marshall, across the room piped up. “I know
who they are too”. It was a wonderful experience to listen to the discussion that
followed and hear how this query was successfully completed.
“Doreen did a small write up as she was a neighbour, and I provided him with a
member phone number and his God child whom he talked to directly. Both of us
used newspaperarchives.com to find articles in regards to the family estate and this
information was forwarded to them. I also went to the Medicine Hat Archives and
was able to find proof of the occupation of his Uncle. Both of us went to the
archives and found some news articles in regards to the estate of the family. I was
able to provide proof for the information provided by an Uncle and took a picture of
the headstone (which he already had, but said my picture was better), and a picture
of the house where they used to live.”
Mission accomplished !!! You now know how a query (Asking for help when you hit
a “brick wall”) is handled when submitted to our Query committee.. Do you have a
question that needs an answer? Do you enjoy looking for answers to questions that
need an answer? Deb Wickham would love to hear from you.

Til next time…….. Madeline Fischer, editor

To get your family tree done the fastest, run for political office.
Your opponents will have it completed way before the election,
Then resign if you really didn’t wish to run in the first place.

Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society
1

Vol 46 #2 February 2018

President’s Chatter…… By Melvin Bender



Looking Both Ways 

As we cross to a new year, it’s helpful to look both ways – to the past and to the new year
for our Branch and our own family research.
Thanks to the many volunteers for the time they have spent on updating
Branch records, adding new resources to help library and online researchers, and doing other
Branch duties. Hopefully you have found time to visit our library/meeting room, viewed our
online resources, or e-mailed a request for help; and found/received helpful information.
We welcome suggestions on how we can better connect with your research needs. A Branch Resource and
Services’ list has been recently e-mailed. One of the best benefits of belonging to AGS is the helpful advice
one receives when more than one person tackles a roadblock.
Recently I heard a speaker talking about our goals in life. If we don’t have any goals, how can
we be successful? This reminded me of my family research for the past year. Did I make any
progress? Not really! Yes, there’s a forgotten to-do list and some great memories but very
little achieved. What’s missing is an action plan with regular times set aside for research, e-mails,
organizing, & writing.
Hopefully you can think of 2017 research successes and have high goals for the months ahead. Have a great
year!
Dear Editor: "An early winter day at the Irvine, AB Cemetery, 2017 I have been
told that my grandfather ,who lived in Irvine, was a blacksmith. He was on the Ziefflie
part of my family tree and I would love to hear from anyone that may have known
him or his family. Here is my photo taken this past Thanksgiving. I would give my eye
teeth to know who was creating this amazingly beautiful "Iron Spirits" marker,
(Editor Note: Sounds like good query items?)
Your first edition was wonderful, I finally had a chance to sit and read it, Please keep
up the good work. Cheers, Lorine Marshall, (Editor Note: Thanks for the encouragement)
Looking To The Future:
April 11-12, 2018:

Bus trip to the
Alberta Provincial Archives and AGS
Center in Edmonton includes a tour to
both centers, hotel accommodation and
breakfast. Cost is $200 based on double occupancy Deadline
to register March 1, 2018.
May 27 – June 3, 2018 MHGS & Sask Gen Society
Salt Lake City Adventure 2018
This research trip departs from Medicine Hat by motor coach
with Carefree Express (one day travel each way), to the fivestory library with six full days to research millions of free to
access material. Accommodations are right next door at the
Salt Lake Plaza.
Cost is $875 per person based on double occupancy or $1400
for single. Price covers motor coach, hotel, and seminar and
library orientation. Meals not included.
*Registration is Limited, so reserve your place now with a
$100 deposit made payable to Medicine Hat & District
Genealogical Society (due prior to March 15, 2018, but first
come, first served). For information, or to register:
Contact Deb Wickham: (403)952-7843
dawickham55@gmail.com

Looking At The Past: Did You Know?
“Some tidbits from 1994”
- That in there is a Josephburg S.E. of
Medicine Hat as well as S.E. of
Edmonton?
- That the Etzikom cemetery (N.W. ¼ , Sec 24, Twp, R
9, W4) interments are listed on page 4 of the Sep 1994
issue of Saamis Seeker (Vol 15 #3)
-That in Sep 1994 Ruby Engler wrote a memory
tribute to Mrytle Gordon who lived in Medicine Hat for
35 years. It is interesting to read as it outlines a
journey in gaining genealogy information, friendship,
and neighbors…..
-That in Dec 1994 Eileen (Wice) Stahl wrote an
genealogical history of Christian (Carl) Stahl and his
descendants….. Worth viewing to learn details
for researcher of that family line. Relation to the Wice
family in this issue…. The Piano, page 4//???? Maybe
we will have an answer in the next issue of Saamis
Seeker.
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around our library

By Faye Knoblick

What can we learn from reading the ‘Newsletters/Periodicals’
sent out by other branches?
Articles of interest you will find are ‘family’ stories written about ancestors, stories about long ago businesses with
lists of employee names, information and hints about new websites to check out, conferences across the country to
possibly attend…..the information possibilities are endless!

Here are some suggestions:
‘Chinook’ – Alberta Family Histories Society – October 2017
-

Servicemen and Women From Calgary: WWI and WWII
Southern Alberta Cemetery Records Check out their website at www.afhs.ab.ca re Cemetery Database,
Births, Marriages, Deaths Database, WWI Returned Soldiers Database and various publications for sale

‘Bulletin’ – Saskatchewan Genealogical Society – December 2017
-

Is the Ghost Of My Grandfather Conspiring Against Me? (Sattler Family)
Newspapers Online (discussion of some websites out there)
Saskatoon Temperence Colony 1902
their website www.saskgenealogy.com has Cemetery Index/Guides, List of useful links to other genealogical
societies and various publications for sale

Now, that we have your interest sparked, be sure to peruse though some of the following newsletters on
file at our Library…..
British Columbia
‘Cariboo Notes’ – Quesnel Branch
Alberta -B & D Heir Lines’ Brooks Branch
-Roots & Shoots’
Camrose Branch
-Clandigger’
Edmonton Branch
-Heritage Seekers’
Grande Prairie Branch
-Yesterday’s Footprints’ Lethbridge Branch
Alberta – AHSGR
‘Heritage Connexions’ – Calgary Chapter
Ontario
-BRANTches’
Brant County
-Perth County Profiles’ Perth County
-Bruce & Grey Branch’ Bruce & Grey County
-The Quinte Searchlight’ Quinte Branch
-The Bulletin’
Kawartha Branch
-SCAN’
Simcoe County
-Roots Branches & Twigs’ Kent County
-Past Tents’
Thunder Bay District
-The Ottawa Genealogist’ Ottawa Branch
-Families’
Toronto Branch
Recent books added to our Library holdings…..
Alberta/Saskatchewan “The Lands, Brands and Hands of the 76 Ranch” by Dave Spencer (list of employee names)
“Alberta Memories On The March-Personal Stories of the Jewish Military Veterans of Southern Alberta”
by Tyler Trafford (32 personal stories with pictures)

Western Canada

“Writing the Circle-Native Women of Western Canada” by Jeanne Perreault
(52 personal stories written by Native Women)

Germans From Russia

“Dogs On My Heels” by Edmund Arndt
(Tracing family roots back to 1774 of German settlers to Russian Poland)

Don’t forget to check out our website at www.mhdgs.ca and look for the ‘Library’ link.
Genealogy is like a magic mirror.
Look into it, and pretty soon, interesting faces appear.
Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society
3

Vol 46 #2 February 2018

The Piano

submitted by Eileen Stahl

I remember my grandmother playing the piano at family gatherings
when I was a young girl. After my sister and I had been put to bed
upstairs at grandma’s farm home we would often get up and listen
through the floor grate, to grandma playing the piano while the rest of
the family sang. Most often this was Christmas time, and the songs
were Christmas carols, but they were not limited to those.
I loved her piano, and would often sit and play the keys. I never did learn to play the piano, but wished that
I had the opportunity to learn. My grandmother told me many stories of our families; one was the story of
the piano that it had been shipped out from Ontario.
Grandma died the end of May, 1968. I didn’t attend her funeral, as at the time I was a young mother of
three. My Dad was living at Prince George, B.C., so I couldn’t go along with him. Some days after the
funeral, I got a phone call from my dad still in Saskatoon. The family was distributing grandma’s belongings,
and dad asked if I wanted grandma’s piano. Without hesitation, I said Yes!
The piano was shipped to me, and along with it was a cheque for $100… to start piano lessons. My middle
son took piano lessons for a couple of years, but ended up with a broken arm, and didn’t go back to the
piano.
When my children were grown and gone from home, I got interested in trying to learn if the stories my
grandmother had told me had any truth to them or not, and got involved in genealogy. I found a date of my
grandparent’s marriage, and from other family members, got a wedding photo of them. I learned about
where they came from and who their families were, when they homesteaded in Saskatchewan, and have
had this information for years.
Just recently, I learned of the “OurOntario.ca” website that has many newspaper images from the area that
my dad’s families came from, so started to do some looking. I have found a
treasure trove of newspaper clippings for the various families I am descended
from. But the one that tugged hardest on my heart
strings was the description of my grandparents
wedding. It was the usual description, except for a part
of the last paragraph which read: “The bride received
many handsome and useful present. Among which was
a set of Persian Lamb furs, being the gift of the groom,
and a Heintzman piano, which was a gift of the bride’s
father.”
About 10 years ago, when we were downsizing our
home, I passed the piano on to my middle son, his wife
played, and his daughter wanted to take piano lessons.
She played for a couple of years. My grandson now
takes piano lessons and plays my grandmothers piano.
My son now knows the story of Grandma’s piano. This piano has seen six
generations of our family.

“Germans from Russia” Special Interest Group:
By Melvin Bender

Branch website - mhdgs.ca, e-mail - mhgs@shaw.ca
The GFR Special Interest group meets at the library the 2nd Wednesday of every Month @ 1 PM……..
Tours – 2018 Journey to the Homeland - Black Sea area - library.ndsu.edu/grhc,
Volga German Tours - See VolgaGermanTours.com, German Heritage Tours - familytreetours.com
Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society
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From Grace's Broom Closet:

A Past President’s Genealogy Journey. By Grace Roth
My grandmother kept a one line scribbler diary from before 1919 to about 1930. When I married in
1961 I started a daily diary. I was only in my twenties when I started asking questions. I was interested in the family I
had married into. We saw my husband's maternal grandparents often. His Grandfather told me that he and his wife
and infant daughter escaped from Bessarabia and came to America in 1905.
He had made his escape because he had been called into the army of the Czar. He told me a little about their
journey. That's where I made my first mistake. I made notes on note pads and assumed that the rest of the family
would be able to fill in other details when I decided to do something with the information. You should never assume
anything. I discovered that the family knew little of his life prior to living in the Irvine area.
When I was in my thirties I decided that I should know something about my mother's family. There was one greatuncle still living in Medicine Hat. Again a notepad was used for recording a little information gained in an interview. I
still didn't know what questions to ask or what I should do with what I learned.
By 1979, as editor of my first history book, “Our Golden Heritage”, I did. What a learning curve! That was before
electric typewriters and computers were used, photo-copiers were few and the cost per page was $.25. I needed
homestead maps so I would know what families to contact. Boundaries were drawn up. I contacted members of the
local agriculture government agencies to see if I could get help. They sent me to the land title office in Calgary who in
turn gave me an address in Edmonton for homestead maps. Letters to families were prepared manually. After the
letters were mailed out I was contacted by Rose Braun from the genealogy group in Medicine Hat. I joined the newly
formed society and attended a workshop at the Glenbow Museum in Calgary on writing a history book.
At that point I had homestead maps and some knowledge of Cummins maps. Later in the year, two of us went to
the Provincial Archives in Edmonton for two weeks, one week at a time. There we learned to do the various steps to
get the homestead documents. We came home with six pounds of photo-copies of homestead documents for each
quarter on the homestead maps. Later, we did some research at the Glenbow Archives, (www. Glebow.org), where
we were able to look at Cummins maps and even photo-copy some. Today you only have to click into the required
web page on the computer and have needed information in minutes. ( www. provincial archives. alberta. ca)
Every time that I learned something new from the many visits to the Glenbow Museum I presented the information
to our Branch Society in the form of a presentation or as an article in the Saamis Seeker.
When we travelled to Ontario in 1984, to the area where my mother's family came from I did as much genealogy as
I could. We visited relatives, a church, and cemetery where some of my relatives were buried. Without the Genealogy
Society I would not have known what to look for. I even did research in the National Archives in Ottawa. Of particular
interest was the LI – RA – MA Collection. The building is a must for genealogists with roots in Canada. (https//baclac.gr.ca )
The first Medicine Hat genealogy meetings were chaired by Becky Weiss and were held in the CRC building. I
attended meetings in 1979 and became the president December 7, 1981. I served my two year term and then another
18 months as the next president had to resign because of illness in the family. Our meetings during my term were held
in part of what is the bus terminal building and the first Co-op building. Tables and chair had to be put up and taken
down at each meeting.
The Genealogy Society had a history scrap book that I worked on from 1986 to January 1990 when I turned it over
to Ruby Engler. Our genealogy society would bring in Micro-film and micro-fisch to the LDS church for us to view.
Members often ordered and paid fees to have relevant films brought in. Because the films that I wanted were in
German, Rose Braun did some translating for me in 1987. The Medicine Hat Genealogy Society held the annual
meeting of the Alberta Genealogy Society in Medicine Hat on April 3- 4th in 1987.
I shared with members a lot about my genealogical research when I edited my first community history book in 1979
-1980. Using what I learned I then wrote three family books.( The Lentz Roots and Branches, 1902 – 1982;From the
Russian Steppes to the Alberta Bench; The Roths 1909 -1987; The Streichs, A German Heritage,1807 – 1989 ) They
were only 100 to130 pages each of script and pictures. They all included interviews and some valuable documents.
The first had copies of confirmation records from Bessarabia in 1901 and a marriage certificate from Alberta in1904.
The second had copies of the homestead and pre-emption application, naturalization papers, tax notices, and letters
to Germany by snail mail. The micro-film from the LDS church helped fill in the genealogy. The third book used records
from church books and micro-film from the National Archives that were obtained through the Medicine Hat Library.
The micro- film brought in for me gave me my first ship's manifest. All three books written between 1982 and 1989
Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society
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were typed on electric type writers. My daughter, a Visual Arts student helped me place pictures.
I prepared my second community history book (1989 – 1991) (Prairie Crucible (included history about
Atlee, Bingville, Iddesleigh,Jenner, & Tide Lake) may be some books at the Jenner School.) on an Apple
computer. This was done by one person as opposed to 14 typists in 1979 and 1980.
The third book (1991 – 1994) (Trains, Plains, and Wagonwheels (included history from Bullshead, Coleridge, Dauntless,
Dunmore, Little Plume, Longfellow, Norton, Pashley, Rosebeg, Wisdom, and Woolchester. I have a couple at $65.00
each) was prepared using a newer model computer in the same manner as the second. Homestead maps for the
second and third book were obtained in the same manner as in the first book but this time they had to be paid for. We
also bought a lot of micro-film for the third book. The books were over 830 pages in size.
The next book I did was the history of an industry (1989 -1999). I put the entire book of the Redcliff Glass Factory
(380 pages) on a yet newer computer. This time I printed the whole book including the captions under the pictures.
(Redcliff Glass Factory book: Looking Through Glass, Redcliff Glass Factory 1913 -1989. None available.) A copy of
each book was donated to the Medicine Hat and District Genealogy Society.
Finally I made a book of my church in 2000. I used a computer, printer, and scanner for all the printing and the
pictures. A Printing firm collated the duplicated pages and printed a book for me.
Other presentations that I gave were in 1990 “Research Sources in Medicine Hat” and in 2014 “Carlstad”.
The Museum Archives asked the society if any members would like to try a new program they were contemplating
subscribing to. Several of us tried the Ancestry program but I found the hours were not compatible with my hours so I
bought my own subscription. In 2004 the Ancestry and Ellis Island programs gave me the information about my
mother-in-law’s parents that no one knew about. I was able to see the ship's manifest that they travelled on, the port
of departure in Austria, and the port of arrival in New York. Computers today have made research much easier.
Before I used computers I had copied by hand, many cemetery records from Jenner and area and sent them to the
Provincial Genealogy Society as they had just started recording cemeteries. During my first years as a member I had
obtained cemetery records for the St. George's cemetery in Irvine, and other rural burial spots north of Irvine, for our
society's use. When the Medicine Hat Genealogy Society celebrated their 25thAnniversary my contribution was a
display of four generations of bridal wear for my family.
Over the years the Medicine Hat Genealogy Society has had many homes: 6th Avenue where the bus terminal
is (1982), Westminster United Church (1988), Medicine Hat Museum along the highway (1992), building across from
City Hall (2004), and the present location.
When I moved from our home I gave most of my genealogy records to the society. My records included several
church records that included births, deaths, and marriages. There were also a few books. The Family books, history
books and other genealogy have been a labour of love. Would I do it again? Oh Yes! What an wonderful experience .
And Oh Yes! The people and relatives I met and the stories I didn’t print. …but that’s a story for another time.

In 50 words or Less: The question??? Why should you belong to AGS and MHDGS?
Or Something I didn’t know before?
Editor’s idea??? After wandering around a number of topics for this column at the January MHGS

meeting…. I gave up trying to figure where I was going…Sorry… but 3 terrific attendees actually
figured out what I was trying to say……. I am so glad to find that out………. Sort of like wandering
around someplace trying to remember what you were searching for and then someone else without a
lot of “gibble gabble” nails it….. Thanks …
Why join? - AGS has a wonderful
website with access to a wealth of
information… i.e. Homestead Records

Something I Didn’t know before? -What details I can get from
ship’s passenger lists. The variety of data banks that exist in
places like Ancestry, FamilySearch… and many more to be
useful in your search.

Why I am a member of AGS: Inspiration to keep at working on discovering my family background.
The people in the organization are the biggest source as they share experiences in their searches.

Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society
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“The Plight of the Genealogical Inquirer” by William J Anhorn
I have always had a keen interest in genealogy and from time to time have researched and
endeavored to document my family history, for what purpose I am not exactly sure. I find it very
interesting and often exhilarating as you make a new discovery but also frustrating as you track
numerous dead ends. In my research, I came across this article, which explains well the plight of the genealogist and
“why” we take up such an endeavor as to research our ancestry.
“Every day the task of the genealogical inquirer becomes more difficult; that task which is but faintly remembered by
one generation is totally forgotten by another; and tradition, which sometimes supplies the place of testimony, is thus
entirely lost. Few persons are so insensible to the ties of kindred as not to feel a legitimate curiosity in the history and
connections of the individuals of their own family a feeling which remoteness of time cannot impair and which proximity
of relationships only serve to strengthen. If the greatest nations have been ambitious of deducing their history of the
earliest times, surely individuals may be pardoned who seek to trace their origins in the earliest recorded annals of their
country. Without attaching undue value to the advantage of birth, the love of our race is laid so deep in the foundation of
human nature that such adventitious circumstances will always influence our social position. It should teach us humility
when we reflect how small a space we ourselves occupy in the eye of posterity and it may inspire us with the spirit of
emulation to maintain the good name we have inherited from those who have gone before us.”1
1
Botfield,Beriah-Stemmata Botevilliana,1858, Chapter I

I have chronicled my own family history (Anhorn) having been encouraged to do so by the earlier efforts of my Uncle
Bill. Long before the internet, various search engines and the proliferation of genealogical websites he researched
and documented the Anhorn/Weiss family history. He relied on original source material and interviewed family
members in order to accurately portray and preserve this historical data.
His foresight is best evidenced by the fact that in 1976, he sat down at the kitchen table with my grandfather and
grandmother at their home on Bridge Street in Medicine Hat and interviewed them and recorded the session.
Recently, I was able to locate this recording, among his archives.
I took the old dusty cassette tape and had it enhanced and digitized on to a CD in order to preserve it for future
generations. When I listened to the enhanced recording, I was caught up with emotion. Not only was I thrilled with
their firsthand account of our family history but was brought to tears just by being able to hear my grandparent’s
voices again, not to mention the cuckoo clock chiming in the background. This experience brought back many vivid
childhood memories of my grandparents and our visits to their home on Bridge Street.
My Uncle Bill wrote a self-published book detailing the Anhorn/Weiss family history and his own life’s adventure.
Inspired by his effort, I took up his cause and further researched and documented this family history from my own
perspective. I also began to write the family history of my mother’s side of the family-McIvor/McIver/McCann, with
modest success.
A recent discovery caused me to start yet another project, (which I had thought about for some time but one for which I
could never find the time.) In rummaging through an old “steamer” trunk with my grandchildren, we came upon a
photo album of pictures taken by my wife’s grandfather, Thomas Medlicott, which were clearly 100 years old.
Thomas Medlicott, well known by the family as having been a gifted artist/painter, was also a remarkable
photographer through the taking and developing his own photographs. My son, an amateur photographer, was
fascinated with this discovery and took great effort to digitize and safeguard and preserve this “treasure”.
Viewing these 100 year-old photos caused me to reflect on the past because every photo seemed to have its own
history. I felt a compelling need to document in some small way the “faces” in the photos and the people that have
gone before them, thus began my research in my wife’s family history – the MEDLICOTT line. This effort has taken on
a life of its own since I started this “little” project in July 2017. I have written several articles on the Medlicott family
with some startling and interesting results.
I have established my own personal homepage or website William J Anhorn QC and have posted ALL my genealogical
articles (and others) to the site including:
-The Anhorn Family History- “From My Perspective”- From the fertile land of Bessarabia to a Sod Hut in the Middle of the Prairies
-The Medlicott Family History- “A Family of Knights, Lords and Ladies”
…..Continued on the next page
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-A Canadian Connection to the Medlicotts of Shropshire-“A Family of Distinction”
-McIver/McIvor/McCann Clan: A Family History
-“A Dream Come True” –Joan Elaine Medlicott and her relationship with Lady Diana Spencer, Princess of Wales
-Who’s In Your Family Tree?
-Isaac? Of Pulverbatch, Salop-Another Genealogical Mystery Solved!
Researching family history opens doors to self-discovery, establishes newly found relationships and creates a greater
appreciation of each person’s unique place in history. Although not always fully appreciated in the present, the hope
of the amateur genealogist is that their effort will be acknowledged and rewarded in time and that someone else will
be inspired to take up the cause of preserving their family history. In the meantime, we steadfastly persevere in our
quest to document and preserve and so continues the plight of the genealogical inquirer.
Editor’s note: Please contact William at William J Anhorn Medicine Hat, Alberta http://wjanhorn.ca
wjanhorn@gmail.com for more information on these families or information he would be willing to share .

“Only a genealogist thinks a step backward is really progress.”
Youth In Genealogy: “My grandchildren’s genealogy project for AGS Youth 150”
By: Dianne Ferguson

Presently I am researching and preparing to write a book on my Grandmother’s
paternal line – The Palmers. My grandson, Drinnan , is always asking questions about
our ancestors and asking me to write down names and dates for grandparents and great
grandparents.. He and my granddaughter enjoyed getting involved in genealogy.
Walter Palmer was a Puritan who left England to escape religious persecution. Drinnan
drew and cut out a ship to represent the type of ship Walter would have sailed on to America.
Walter was a founding father of Charleston and Rehoboth, Massachusetts and Stonington, Connecticut.
His son, Governor Nehemiah Palmer, is our direct line and through his wife, the Hannah Lord Stanton
family, we share a grandmother with George Washington. My grand-daughter, Relaile, age 7, drew a
picture of George Washington to celebrate this relationship!
Drinnan color coded the family tree and wrote the marriage dates of the couples as
we traced our family from Walter to Drinnan’s generation. By color coding each generation of our
ancestors on the map, Drinnan and Relaile were able to see how the family members arrived on
the East Coast of the United States and then moved westward and finally into Canada.
They had fun doing the project and learning about their family ancestors. I hope to keep them
interested in the genealogy of our Family..... And encourage others to involve their children and grandchildren in
their family history with age appropriate activities.

Germans from Russia Resources : Some Books

(Mel Bender)
A family history that needs to be read.
In Remembering Volhynia Irene Nickelburg, relates the history of her parents’ families that lived in the province of
Zhitomir (Volhynia). Enduring food shortages, eviction, army conscription, and arrests they struggled to survive. With amazing
courage they faced many challenges moving from Russia to Germany, then America: war, Communist rulers, and upheavals.
Russian Agriculture in the 1880s by Dr. William Bosch Dr. Bosch has spent countless hours restoring agricultural maps and
diagrams from the book, The Industries of Russia Volume III: Agriculture and Forestry 1893, John Martin Crawford, editor.
Helpful descriptions and remarks are included. Through his efforts, we learn about the lives of our farming ancestors; their crops
and implements along with climatic and soil conditions.
Alt Elft, Bessarabian District 1859 Census and the DVD, Norka: A Passage in Time, were recently purchased.
German Life, June/July 2017, contains an article, Germans in Canada 1604 -1867 – 2017, by Robert A. Selig, pp. 42-45.
Copies of the Glückstal Colonies Research Association Newsletter are in the library. I have the GCRA DVD 2015.
There are a number of GR Facebook groups such as GRHS, AHSGR, and we are descendants of Bessarabian-Germans and proud
to be! World War I & II Bessarabian soldiers that lost their lives are listed online, denkmalprojekt.org /Gedenkbuecher/
bessarabien.htm I was surprised to find internet family charts for my late cousin’s family in Germany just by using his ancestral
GR village and his surname. He was included because the site was for his mother’s family name.
If you have questions on any of these resources, e-mail Melvin Bender. ( lemhat@telus.net)
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“Never be afraid to try something new. Remember, amateurs built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic.”
Author unknown

Medicine Hat and District Genealogical Society Executive February 13 2018- February 2019
Executive Officers:
President:

Melvin Bender
Past President:

Lloyd Robinson
Vice- President:

Doreen Schank
Secretary:

Committee Chairpersons:
Ancestor Index- Marlene Smith
Library: Faye Knoblick
Queries- Deb Wickham
Casino: Deb Wickham
Lunch: Sandy Buchko
Raffle – Deb Wickham
Cemetery Updates: empty
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Editor’s Earful: by Madeline Fischer
Intellectual property Copyright: The term “copyright” means the “right to copy.” It is a right that the
owner/ writer of the “intellectual property” to say how and who may use their work under the terms of the Canadian
Copyright Act. Copyright is how an idea is presented. No one can claim copyright over an idea or some fact. They can,
claim ownership over their own interpretation of an idea or fact. For example, anyone can choose idea from a piece
of work .(i.e. book, poem, song, art, photographs) based on the same idea, without violating copyright, but cannot
reproduce (copy) the exact expression of that idea.” .
There are thousands of sources of information the topic available online … After reading from a number of different
sources I decided the one most pertaining to the printed material contained in Saamis Seeker is the one credited
below. Those readers who are concerned about Bill C-61 please note it was not passed into law in 2008 so is not legal
or valid. I plan to do further research into this topic over the summer and update this report as needed.
Sources -: Copyright Law in Canada: An Introduction to the Canadian Copyright Act http://www.mapleleafweb.com
- A guide to copyright www.ic.gc.ca
Members are encouraged to send their originals writing, photos that may be used in the next issue of Saamis Seeker.
Please note the following conditions:
Length: no article/ story + its pictures etc. will be accepted that are more than 1 ½ pages in total length.
Permission to print must be given (in print paper or email) by the author to the Saamis Seekereditor giving
permission to edit for space and clarity and to print the said article/pictures etc in Saamis Seeker. (This permission
will be kept on file and you will be contacted before permission to reprint your work or the edited work by the editor.
Quotes, excerpts, ‘other person’ works must be credited by acknowledgement as the source of the quote or small
portion of their work unless the author is unknown. You do not need permission to quote small parts of their work.
As far as I have researched to date visiting a cemetery and recording data from the headstone is public domain
data……More on that when I have finished my research. Til next time……
Odds and Ends:
The May 2018 theme for Relatively Speaking will be “Genealogical Journeys”. Submissions are due by April 1st, 2018.
We want to hear about your journey to find family Stories can be short (500-1000 words) or long (2000-3000 words).

A site you may find interesting: www.FamilyTreeWebinars.com (Marlene Smith )
Note: All rights reserved: The articles, stories and any other information in SAAMIS SEEKER is the intellectual property of the
Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society and the authors of such materials. No reproduction of
any kind or part of SAAMIS SEEKER without the permission of the Editor of Saamis Seeker is permitted. Please read the article
on copyright above.

“Sometimes something worth doing is worth overdoing.”
Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society
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