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                  Life is a Journey      by Madeline Walsh Fischer 
Life is a journey uphills, on the plains, and downhills over a range of experiences from 
hardships, gladships, relationships, and changeships that we may enjoy, detest, endure, 
run from, or enjoy and meet each day head on.  
While researching our families and ancestors’ paths we can learn how they faced their 
challenges, unknowns with courage and strength as the years unfolded, with successes 
and failures as a part of life’s journey. The strength they may have needed came from 
their heart and they believed in the future for you. 
 Where have you been, want to go, want to do, want to enjoy, have gone through, have 
done, have enjoyed?  What experiences have you had that your descendants may never 
have?  What uphills did you climb? Did you change ships along the way or you are doing 
so now?  What kind of attitude do have about your journey? Why? What were they? 
Have you written your journey for your future generations or for those with whom you 
shared part of the road at some point in your life?  
 As I look back I see things that took place in my dad’s life that made him the man he 
was… During the 1918 pandemic years he, a young lad of 14, experienced the death of 
his older sister and his 2 year old brother, was part of a team that checked on families 
with the flu to bring them food and to report the conditions of that family’s health. If no 
one answered when they called out at a home they reported it to the investigation team 
who then went to the home.  They usually found a family near death or a house full of 
bodies. Now I understand things that happened later in his life and why my dad was 
always caring and helpful. From a young person to a lumberjack, a hobo riding the rails , 
a farm hand, horse handler, a farmer, and as my dad, a store owner, elevator agent, 
school trustee, fire fighter and a number of other things that kept our town running. 
After retiring he was an active part of the senior community. During his years with 
dementia we learned about some of the events in his life that had shaped who he was 
then and why he did what he did.  It was the attitude of his heart that lead him forward.  
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Executive Corner………. 
President’s Rambling On……… Dwight Brown 
Hi to all,  
I hope you are all being able to get out and do more activities now than over the last few months and 

all find your families and friends in good health. As everyone know (at least I think you know) the Executive 
Committee of MHGS decided to have our first meeting this fall as always on the first Wednesday of Sept.. Of course it 
was going to have to be virtual due to restrictions and health reasons due to COVID 19. 
 We did hold it on Sept. 2 via Zoom, thanks for letting us use your Zoom program Deb. I want to thank the people who 
joined us and for participating to make it a successful meeting. 
 I have to say though that I was somewhat disappointed that more members couldn't join us, maybe next time we can 
have more participating.  
When I look at the world it seems like nobody understands that humans are all one family.  
As anyone who gets involved in their genealogy knows, understands that everyone, all of us, at any given time and 
place, someone in their past came from another part of the world and sometimes many different parts. If we could 
go back far enough we may all have ancestors who knew each other.  
My hope is that the world can get to understanding that and turn from hatred to a kind of brotherhood.  
I will include 2 poems that somewhat express what I want for the future.  
 

    I Shall Not Pass this Way Again   By Unknown 
     Through this toilsome world, alas 
     Once and only once I pass; 
     If a kindness I may show, 
     If a good deed I may do 
     To a suffering fellow man 
     Let me do it while I can 
     No delay, for it is plain 
     I shall not pass this way again. 

 
 

Membership & Publicity Report 

by Teresa Parasynchuk - Membership & Publicity Chair   (pchuk@telus.net) 
 

   It has been a weird year for all our membership and hopefully all the 70 memberships will be renewed again for 2021. 

To help keep these members busy, I have been sending out several emails with helpful hints.  Melvin Bender sends 

emails of interest to our GFR members.  Dennis Bender sends me emails on the updates of his research which I also 

pass on.  Look for the updated info on our meetings and library dates so you can also check out Uwe Krickhahn’s work. 

The library dates will also be recorded in a section of the Saamis Seeker.  A special thanks to Roy Morrison for the work 

he complied with me to help the new members (and of course pique the interest of old members) when we sent a list 

of things to do while COVIDing. Hopefully all the other emails that are sent out by our executive prove interesting and 

informative.  

Remember that any member can send me an email  (pchuk@telus.net) that they wish for the entire membership help.  

Our membership is exceptionally good at helping others. 
 

Executive of Medicine  Hat and District Genealogy 
 President – Dwight Brown          Past President Doreen Schank            Treasurer – Debra Wickham 
Secretary – vacant                       Ancestor Indexing – Marlene Smith       Casino – Deb Wickham                  
Library – Christy Garland            Membership – Teresa Parasynchuk       Programs – vacant 
Cemetery Photos – Charlie Phillips   Queries – Debra Wickham            Saamis Seeker – Madeline Fischer 
SIG’s:  Computers – Eileen Stahl      Genealogy Family Tree –Doreen Schank/Leanne Balfour 
Germans from Russia – Mel Bender     Social Correspondence – Marlene Smith      Webmaster – Clark Lang  

 

Outwitted 
               By Edwin Markham 

He drew a circle that shut me out -  
Heretic, Rebel, a thing to flout.  
But Love and I had the wit to win:  
We drew a circle that took him in.  
 

mailto:pchuk@telus.net
mailto:pchuk@telus.net


          Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical   Society    Vo l: 40   # 2     Fall       2020         3 
 
 

 

   

“The New Norm --- in our Library” 

    When COVID -19 hit, MHDGS regrettably 

had to suspend our generally meetings and close 

our library.  Shutting down our library was minor 

to how the Corona virus impacted people around the globe. 

But we realise members are ready for some “back to normal” 

or whatever you perceive as “normal” going forward. 

With guidance from AGS COVID-19 Office Protocols, the 

MHDGS Executive made the decision to host the MHDGS general meetings via video communications going 

forward, using the Zoom platform.  As our library is not big enough to practice social distancing, the general 

meetings will continue by Zoom until January, when we will re-evaluate the situation at that time. The 

general meetings will continue to be the first Wednesday of the month and an invitation to join the 

meeting via video communications will be emailed to you, the week before the meeting.   

We are excited that the Medicine Hat & District Genealogical Society Library has reopened for members 

only.  For the time being, our library is NOT open to the public. The reopening will look a little different as 

we have implemented safety protocols.   

MHDGS Library is now open for members only, on  Wednesday, Thursday 1 PM – 3 PM. 

 Maximum occupancy is six (6) members and that will include the two 

volunteers looking at the library. 

 It is mandatory to wear a facemask, each member to supply their own 

mask. 

 Resources that have been used or returned during a library visit will not 

be re-shelved for 72 hours.   

 Sanitizing spray is provided at the library, for members to use for tables, and other hard surfaces, 

including the washroom, when they are finished their work, and are ready to leave the library.  

 Sanitizing wipes are provided at the library, for use on computers.  DO NOT USE SPRAY ON 

COMPUTERS! 

We are happy to welcome members back to our library and delighted to help them in any way we can. 

Library Committee: Doreen Schank   &   Eileen Stahl 
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Echoes of the Past   by Lloyd Robinson 

 

To Genealogists, finding an ancestors biography or a cache of old letters 
is a treasure, like striking gold. Reading these bios or letters gives us a deeper 

understanding of their lives lived. Who they were, their struggles, their accomplishments and the 
tragedies they endured.  
 

A more recent attempt at preserving our ancestor’s history is through the publishing of local community 
history books. We get to read our own ancestor’s memories. And by browsing through the pages, we get a 
deeper understanding of their neighbours and the communities where they lived.  
 

September 1st 1905 both Alberta and Saskatchewan joined the Canadian   Confederation, becoming 
provinces.  They were created out of a section of the “North West Territories”.  After the proclamation 
announcing the formation of the new provinces, the Canadian Government began advertising abroad.  The 
Minister of Interior in Ottawa issued a 33 page document, Titled “Canada West - The Last Best West”.  This 
document painted a glowing picture of the south and central areas of the 4 western provinces.  “Homes for 
Million’s, free land, and 60 bushels of wheat per acre”.   Reading this document, how could anyone not want 
to settle here, and so they came!  
 

In 1905, the Burdett area began to see these adventuresome souls. Prior to this   it was home to a few Sheep 
and Cattle ranchers.  A description of the vastness of the area is given by Emma Ashton in the Burdett Prairie 
Trails history book. She wrote, “Travelling from Grassy Lake to our homestead one could see nothing but 
prairie, a lonesome feeling like one had left all civilization behind”.  The Ashton’s homesteaded in 1905 and 
it was located 3 miles NW of the newly emerging village of Burdett.  Emma also recalled “Indians camping in 
their field”, telling her family that most years the summers were hot and dry, with no rain for many Moons.  
This information proved to be very true, and still to this day it remains no rain for many moons. 
 

 My village and area of Burdett had a predominantly large American infusion of homesteaders. The annual 
July 4th celebrations was a time to come out and celebrate that heritage.  According to the local history book, 
John F Bowe was the organizer of this annual event. 
Pictured below is Sports day, July 4th 1917, the ball diamond is circled with shiny new cars  
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The Bowe family came to Burdett in 1907, and every freight car 
on the train was filled with all their belongings.  The Bowe family 
had immigrated years earlier to Wisconsin, leaving Ireland after 
the potato famine and starvation of 1845 -49.  Their farm house 
built in 1908, became known as the “majestic house east of 
town”.  The home was a large 2 story square built with a hip roof.  

With a balustrade surrounding the brick chimney, double 

balcony on 2 sides and painted brilliant white, and trimmed in 
Emerald green.  This house literally gleamed in the bright 
southern Alberta sunshine.  The house still stands today, not as 
a gleaming mansion it once was, but as a testament to the 
endurance of these early pioneers.                                    Pictured above is the Bowe house today, minus    

                                                                                                                                                                      the balcony and balustrade 

From 1907 to 1910, witnessed many more American families filing for homesteads. Among them was a group 
of 7 families from the Rockford, Illinois area. The families included the Burns, Campbell’s, Potter, Clark, Liddle, 
R. Poole and my Grandparents, Gilbert and Kittie Robinson.  In the fall of 1909 some of the men folk of the 
area journeyed to Alberta to investigate and search out future homesteads. Arriving at Medicine Hat, they 
rented a buggy and headed west to tour the area.  The virgin land looked promising, green with grass which 
came up to a man’s knee.  Comments were made that the rolling landscape looked like an ocean, with the 
tall grass gently waving in the warm fall breeze.   
 The group then filed for homesteads and prepared for their move early in 1910.  Bruce Clark registered his 
livestock brand as “Bar US” on the right hip, thus emphasizing they were from the USA.  This brand remains 
in the family today.   
 

From 1920 onwards, the rosy picture painted by the Government was fast losing its luster. In 1915 and 1916 
there was 60 bushels per acre of wheat, although a hail storm in 1915 wiped out a large swath of that 
potential.  The Walter Strom history makes a comment describing the 1920’s. “In southern Alberta the 1920’s, 
were harder than the 1930’s, seven dry years in a row and many farmers gave up”.  Before the depression of 
the 1930’s many framers had already moved away from the area.  In my grandfather, Gilbert Robinson’s 
history a prophetic comment was made.  An old rancher Bill Perry, came riding over the hill, and stopped to 
ask Gilbert, “What are you doing?”  Gilbert replied, “I am breaking up the sod”.  Bill Perry sourly replied, “you 
better raise a few pigs, as the Government will always supply the beans to go with the pork!”  Those words 
rang true, when in the depression of the 1930’s, a box car of beans, fish, and apples were distributed to 
Burdett residents, courtesy of the federal Government.   
 

As we read the many echoes from the pages of the Burdett history book, we find numerous comments made 
of families getting together, and celebrating happy occasions.  The new home of the Roy Campbell family was 
designed to accommodate these large gatherings with “moveable interior walls”.  As the neighbours arrived 
for the regular Saturday night dances, the walls would be moved to the side, thus creating a large space for 
dancing. A unique bit of engineering even for that time period! 
 

The last but not the least echo of the past shows a bit of bravery, luck and maybe good timing?  The John 
Collins history relates how he used dynamite.  Collins owned a water well boring rig, and drilled many wells 
around the area.  He had two extremely well trained “horses” that were used at the surface of the well site 
to raise and lower the boring tool.  Occasionally a large rock would require some extra force to be removed.  
John would go down the hole, place the dynamite, light the fuse and holler to the horses above to “Giddy 
Up”, pulling him swiftly up out of the hole before the dynamite blew!!! 
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Some might call these the pioneer days,  I call them the Golden years. 
      
 The Emma Ashton Family       
     Original Homestead…..> 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

< The K. Brown machine dealership in 
1916. The 1916 crop was probably the 
highest yielding dryland wheat crop 
grown at Burdett 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
The Gilbert Robinson family 
and homestead in 1912.   > 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Written and Researched by: 
Lloyd Robinson, Past President 
Medicine Hat and District Genealogy Society 
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One Hundred Years Ago… and Now… A Like…. But Different 
Somehow?? 
       There were articles written about “COVID -19” and the “Spanish 
Flu” in the last article of the Saamis Seeker and people are probably 
tired of reading about both of these “flu’s”.  But an article in the 
“Heritage Review” from the “German from Russia Heritage Society” Vol 50 No.2 puts 
a whole new spin the “Spanish Flu” origin.  This was written by Ken Vogele from Rapid 

City, South Dakota, and permission to reprint was given by Rachel Schmidt from the GRHS. So here is a ‘small’ portion 
of what Ken wrote. 
“The 1918-1919 outbreak was due to an unusually virulent strain of H1N1 influenza A virus. The infection was atypical 
in that it was unusually deadly for twenty - to forty-year-olds.  Mortality rate was probably 2.5%,i twenty-five times 
more lethal than the seasonal flu and likely somewhat more than COVID-19 will prove to be. Where the illness 
appeared first is not known for certain, but it is believed to have spread from rural Kansas to WW1 Army recruits at 
Camp Funston in Fort Riley, Kansas and from American Expeditionary Force personnel to France.1  As with COVID-19, 
the first wave was relatively mild, but a much more virulent strain developed in the fall of 1918.  This affliction hit 
Spain early and hard resulting in a much higher mortality rate than had been previously seen, hence the nickname, 
“Spanish flu”.  It is estimated that the Spanish Flu killed somewhere between 17 and 50 million, possibly up to 100 
million, people worldwide.2” 
Submitted by Teresa Parasynchuk, Member of the GRHS and the MHGS 

 

A SUMMARY OF ETIQUETTE   submitted by Barb Janecke 
 

The following was copied from a little book used by my mother-in-law.  

It, also, included a dictionary and other useful information.  Most 

people at the end of the 1800's and early 1900's had a book reflecting 

the values of our ancestors.      

                            GENERAL DEPORTMENT 
  Politeness may be defined as true kindness, kindly expressed. It is more a matter of the heart than of form, 

yet the form is worthy of attention, because it has to do with agreeableness 

of expression. The aim should be to give pleasure and not pain, to all, of 

whatever rank or station; and in every condition and circumstance of life. 

 The thoroughly courteous and well-bred man (or woman), always 

avoids giving offense, if possible, and is himself not easily offended. He is quick to 

forgive; and ever ready to confess, and make amends. He accords to all, due respect 

and honor, and seeks to impart ease, comfort, and happiness, 

to all who come within the circle of his influence. He knows 

how “to speak a word in season to him that is weary;” and 

how to refrain from words or acts that would wound the 

feelings of even the most sensitive; and he has no unkind 

criticisms for any one, whether present or absent, to have any 

part in vulgar or cheap talk, or in circulating damaging reports 

about his neighbors.  
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John and Mary Bender – Farming West of Hilda, Alberta   by Melvin Bender                                                                                                                                        

Personal information learned from tax forms, account books, and family heirlooms 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Magdalena (Mary) Bitsch were married. Starting out on their own, they arranged to rent the Gebhardt farm 
south of his parents’ farm west of the hamlet of Hilda. They had worked hard all their farm lives so knew 
that it would not be easy to make a go of it.                                                                                                                                           
War rationing was started in 1942 to make sure that all families received foods in short supply such as tea, 
coffee, sugar, and butter. War Ration Books contained coupons that could be exchanged for these items at 
local stores. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 1943 tax form indicates the land parcels rented by the couple. N½36-17-2-W4 was the Gebhardt (Estate) place 
and the other two parcels were quarter sections owned by Mary’s parents, Fred and Christina Bitsch.                       
Their net profit for 1943, $1075.28, was mainly from wheat - $1290 (same amount turned over to landlords), pigs - 
$314, cattle - $110, and cream - $110. Cream cans were taken to Austin’s Store in Hilda where they were trucked to 
Medicine Hat by Ame’s Transfer. The couple had not much for machinery and vehicles of their own, so had help 
from others in cultivating/harvesting the crop from 510 acres. 

In 1944, John spent 12 days at John Hehr’s farm in Crossfield, Alberta, earning $84 to supplement the 
family’s net profit of $682. They were able to purchase a Case seeder, cultivator, wagon with box, and a 
truck. Two children, Marvin and Gloria, were now part of the family. Another son, Melvin, was a later 
addition.                                                                                                                                                        
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The next year, 1945, the net profit from the farm was $167.88 plus a Family Allowance of $60. Their 
possessions included five milk cows, 1 heifer, 6 calves, 2 brown gelding horses, and 35 chickens. Blackie, 
Bossie, and Rosie were three of the milk cows. In the fall of that year the family moved from the Gebhardt 
farm which was being sold to the former Dan Miller farm.  
In 1946 rented land included the S½ 13 & 14-18-2-W4, SE¼ 15-18-2-W4, and the NE¼ 10-18-2-W4 from Dan 
Miller and Fred Bitsch. Spring plowing started on April 9, seeding completed April 11-22, and summerfallow 
started May 2. Boxes of 50 chicks - $9 were received from a hatchery and cream was still being transported 
via Hilda to Crystal Dairy, Medicine Hat. On August 24 a Case threshing machine purchased for $650 was 
used to thresh neighbours’ crops.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By 1948 they owned 240 and rented 960 acres for a total of 1200 acres. Seeding had started April 23 and 
grain harvested by August 31. Jesse and Pearl were also being milked.  Eventually they owned 1200 acres 
with 1060 cultivated. For many years they paid interest on loans from the Dominion Bank and T. S. 
Montgomerie, and rent to the Gebhardts and Millers. Besides raising crops of wheat, rye, oats, barley, and  
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flax, and selling a few livestock, additional earnings were made from as many sources as possible. Hides/fur 
pelts from weasels and butchered cattle were sold. Joe L. Levinson (Medicine Hat) and Hudsons Bay Co. 
bought them. Cream cans were transported by Ame’s Transfer by the Goodfellows and John Knox to Medicine 
Hat and eggs sold to Austin’s Store. Custom work – combining/threshing, roadwork, and cleaning the school 
barn were done in the community. Some government financial help was given by the P.F.A. – Prairie Farm 
Assistance Act during poor crop years. A gas well lease provided some income.                                                                                                                
Reviewing my parents’ tax records and account books for their farming years, I am very thankful for their 
perseverance, courage, and hard work in living through times of uncertainty but continuing on when the 
crops were bad but still debts needed to be paid. 

          Some of the Businesses & Services Used by John and Mary Bender 
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Germans from Russia and Eastern Europe Research  
by Melvin Bender  

People doing genealogy right now want to work in safe, comfortable 
ways. Right now, internet research and writing family history are great 
activities. One can make surprising finds by reviewing collected 
records. Of course, researchers can find family details online and how 
to do guides on doing research, but what’s great is that there are 
people/societies continually adding new websites/data. For example, 
the June FEEFHS News had an article stating that “The State Archival 
Service of Ukraine announced the signing of a new agreement with 
FamilySearch to digitize records in Ukrainian archives.” Millions more 
records are expected to be digitized “once the COVID-19 situation 
improves.” Included are metrical books, BMD records, revision lists, 
censuses, and more. – June 2, 2020. The website, blackseagr.org, 
regularly adds new records and has Maps - Village Plat Maps. 

This year I scanned Medicine Hat News Germans from Russia and Eastern Europe marriages and obituaries for the 
period 1940-50 that were printed out many years ago.  
For Cypress County photographs of many rural cemetery grave markers have been taken. Of course, there are many 
gravesites that have no markers. 
For all researchers, familysearch.org/wiki has helpful research strategies/resource links. Search by Place or Topic – 
e.g. Germans from Russia, Silesia, and Donauschen 
Among the many, many helpful websites: 
Black Sea German Research Website – blackseagr.gr     
Odessa A German-Russian Genealogical Library – odessa3.org     
Volga German Institute, Fairfield University, Connecticut - 
vgi.fairfield.edu                                          
 Society for German Genealogy in Eastern Europe – sggee.org                                                                  
 Germans from Russia Societies, AHSGR and GRHS, ahsgr.org 
and grhs.org  
 Chortitza – chort.square7.ch/                                      
 German Protestant Church Records online – archion.de/en/                                                                                                                                                              
Germans from Russia and Eastern Europe Settlement Locations - t1p.dw/GRSL                          
 Ancestry.ca – family records, trees – some list original sources and not just echo trees    
 familysearch.org – BMD and many more records 
  

Resources in My Home Collection 
The Emigration from Germany to Russia in the Years 1763 to 1862 – Karl Stumpp     
   Black Sea German Russian Census Volume I &Volume II Bessarabia - GRHS, Village 1800s censuses Glὕckstal       
  Colonies Research Association – DVD 2015 Revision Lists, Points of Origin, Name Lists  
  Molotschna Historical Atlas Helmut T. Huebert             Hoffnungstal Bessarabia flash drive   
  Records of inhabitants      Hoffnungstal und seine Schwaben - Georg Leibbrandt, 
  Records on Hoffnungstal, Kherson, inhabitants  
  Other general resources on the history and descriptions of villages. GRHS, AHSGR, and SGGEE maps 
If you would like me to search the above resources, send me an e-mail with family details. If you would like copies 
of my GR website and research guides, let me know.     lemhat@telus.net 

                                  An opinion from 1955: 
                                     No one can afford to be sick anymore.  
                                 At $15.00 a day in the hospital, it's too rich for my blood.  

mailto:lemhat@telus.net
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Plagues, Pandemics and our Ancestors  
  By   Lloyd Robinson 

Editor note:  Part of this story appeared in the June issue of Saamis 
Seeker (The rest took off somewhere to hide from any flu etc. that 
might be going around, I think  .  My apologies to Lloyd for missing 
the rest.   What has become “Part Two” is a very timely and 
interesting encouragement for the Covid-19 attack we are now 
experiencing.  

     Searching back in time, we find that we are not the only 
generation to deal with a flu epidemic.  As deadly as COVID-19 
is, this is certainly not the first time our World has been plagued 

by disease.  History tells us that the world has been dealing with Plagues and Pandemics since 400 BC, when 
Hippocrates first reported symptoms’ of human influenza.  The 1st documented epidemic of influenza was in 
the year 1386. And since that time there have been many documented Influenza outbreaks throughout the 
world. 
In 1918, just as the 1st World War was ending, the Spanish Flu epidemic began its assault on the world.  Many 
of the returning soldiers brought with them the dreaded virus, which was both virulent and very contagious.  
What mustard gas and bullets couldn’t kill, the flu did.  The Spanish Flu could kill it’s victims within hours of 
infection.  At the time of the Spanish Flu a newspaper reported, four ladies playing cards in the afternoon, 
and by the next morning three of them had passed away.  It was also reported that people would die of the 
virus on the street. 
In 1918, Alberta’s population was 500,000, there were 38,000 reported cases and more than 4000 deaths.  
This was a 7.5% infection rate among its population.  As a way of control, the province brought in rules, stating 
everyone should wear masks and keep a safe distance from each other.  Doesn’t this sound familiar, with 
today’s advice for the Covid-19? 

The masks of 1918 were made of layers of cheesecloth with twine to secure them.  The 
picture to the left shows farmers wearing masks in the fall of 1918. 
The Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918 - 20 can be compared with our current COVID-19 
pandemic, in both symptoms and preventive measures.  Fortunately we have local 
history books, as well as oral stories to compare the 1918 Spanish Flu epidemic to the 
2020 COVID-19 pandemic.  

A good friend of ours shared a tragic story of the 1918 Spanish flu. Two families lived in the rural area of 
Cypress Co. and the Spanish flu hit both families.  Succumbing to the flu was the father of two children, and 
the neighboring mother of 6 children.  Both families suffered a great loss.  As the flu epidemic ran its course, 
the two surviving spouses were united in marriage. Two more children were born to the united family, our 
friend and her sister, thus making this a blended family of ten children. 
 Our friend, related how families were able to ask for help, and warn their neighbours when there was 
sickness present in the household.  This was in an era when there were no phones in the area.  There was no 
way to ask for help or warn people of the dangers that were present. Thus, people would place a white flag 
on their farm gate post, as a way to alert the neighbours to their peril, and need of assistance. 
With stay at home and social distancing in place, I picked up my old community history book, and read all of 
the wonderful stories within.  The Burdett Prairie Trails History book was published in 1980, and is a 
composition of stories from most of the pioneer families dating back to 1905.  As I read through the 580 
pages, there were numerus stories mentioning the Spanish flu epidemic. There are two entries that give 
much detail to the Spanish Flu, and I would like to share these with you.                                                                                                                     
A story written by Martha Slovack, born in Germany, immigrated to Texas, relocated to Grand Forks N.D. 
continued on next page 
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then to Havre and finally arriving in Burdett in 1917.  Fortunately for Burdett, Martha had extensive training 
as a nurse and would use this training to treat and save a great many victims of the Spanish flu.  

When the epidemic hit Burdett in 1918, Mr. Emerson Brown’s Hotel was turned into a hospital, and was 
crowded to capacity with patients.  Martha and the Brown family, made many trips   to bring in the sick.  The 
local Doctors were gravely ill, so most of the caring fell on Martha’s shoulders and the many volunteers.  
Going against doctors’ orders, she treated the sick as to her training as a nurse.  Martha wrote, “Flu patients  
have such high fevers they need their bodies sponged often.  There were no oxygen tents, so makeshift ones 
were used.  She would wrap the patients in coats or anything for warmth, put sheets around their faces and 
open windows for fresh air”.  Adults were given saline solution for irrigation, but not allowed any food for a 
period of time. Children were fed barley water, brown sugar and a type of baby food, but no milk as this just 
curdled.  Martha also did not give aspirin, stating that aspirin would just poison the system.  With no cure for  
the Spanish flu, doctors of the day were prescribing “Aspirin” as a cure.  When in fact aspirin in large doses 
would cause hyperventilation and pulmonary edema, which in turn could cause death.  
Martha herself, never used a face mask as she felt that the mask would only collect germs, and would be a 
source of infection.  Martha said, ”Her daily diet was five grains of Quinine and some brandy each day.”  The 
citizens of Burdett were truly blessed to have had Martha Slovack tend to them with her expertise and care, 
in their time of peril.   
The Spanish flu epidemic was devastating in this rural area of Alberta.  Reading an account of the Joseph and 
Anna Ell Family from the history book. They reported that four of their children died of the flu. A few days 
after the funeral for the first three children, their fourth young child passed away.  They stated that it was 
difficult keeping up with the digging of graves during the epidemic.   
 And as such, “We can learn from the past, be aware of the present, and use the “medical knowledge” learned 
today, for the future!”  KEEP SAFE and STAY HEALTHY, together we will get through this. 
  

Source: information is from my Burdett Prairie Trails History book. There were numerous stories about the Spanish 
Flu epidemic in 1918.   Their lives lived and how it effected them, their families and their community.  I feel these 
stories should be remembered and should be retold. We can always learn from history and our ancestors. 
Property of the Author: Lloyd Robinson   Permission to print, But Not to Own.  
 

 
             Rocking Chair Memories ……………. of a retired teacher 

  
1.  April Fool’s Day 
                I hurried down the hallway to my classroom to be there when students entered, especially because of the day. 
The bell hadn’t rung yet but to my surprise there they were…… All 32 of them, sitting quiet in their seats. What a 
beautiful sight I had never expected to see anywhere…… 32 teenage angels???      I looked around the room and to my 
horror I soon realized my blackboard notes were gone, my “Thought for the Week” was gone, my books, my desk, my 
chair were gone. In fact, there was no me anywhere……… 
And there sat 32 beaming kids waiting for me to react……….. I asked some questions….. they answered promptly with 
a shrug of the shoulders  and 32  “ I don’t know” s.  Then I remembered I had a test ready in the staff room……….   I 
promptly told them “I guess I’ll just have to go and get that test”  
Like magic, the materials I needed for that period arrived.  This continued the rest of the morning…. 
At noon I suggested maybe the room could return to its yesterday state for the afternoon just in case the 
superintendent dropped in unexpectedly. This had never happened before but I needed a weapon. 
After lunch, when I entered the classroom… there they were in their places, and everything was back in its place 
including my “Thought for the Day”.  Where they had hidden things and how they accomplished their April fool’s Day 
Joke I never discovered…….. but I knew I had been given a gift of appreciation by 32 smiling, charming young adults..   
PS:  They all passed the June grade nine departmental exams because of their spirit of team work and one young 
teacher was given a gift of a learning strategy not taught in university: work together and trust.      
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Cemetery Search: Alberta Families Histories Society in Calgary Alberta (AFHS)    
 by Jim Benedict 

Note from submitter, Earl Morris:  I received this from my friend Jim Benedict in Calgary, "We are 
just starting up an interesting website project in Calgary centered on our cemetery research in 
the area.  I took the opportunity to talk to the chief librarian about Ancestry.com who said that 

the product will be available on line for free until the end of this calendar year.   
     “Over the past 20 years or so, the local family history society has had volunteers go through the Calgary area 
cemeteries, with cameras and clipboards, to record every discoverable headstone in the city.  Plus collect non-public 
data from the city’s Parks and Recreation department.  The result is a fantastic collection of some 200,000 burials from 
around 23 cemeteries.  Those records are now stored on DVD disks at our own library.  But today the answer is a 
website.  To that end, we are just starting up a new website design.  Hopefully for launch by end of year.   This is for 
the Alberta Family Histories Society here in Calgary: https://afhs.ab.ca/ 
     The new website, in development, will be Alberta Ancestors.  The first goal is to copy all the cemetery records into 
the website database, adding indexing and search tools.  Once done, the next goal will be to add family lines (genealogy) 
where possible and links between family members buried in the Calgary area.  Then the next phase, down the line, is 
to add biography information in the form of newspaper clippings and other sources. 
  The initial effort is to cover Calgary, because we have a rich data set to start with.  That alone will make the site of 
interest to family researchers.  But once the site is operational, hopefully it will be of potential interest to other societies 
in Alberta, for potential cooperative use.  Technically, there would be no barriers, but there will be some 
reluctance.  Understandably, no society wants to share their own resources without having some assurances and 
safeguards in place.  But that is down the road; right now, we just want to get going for Calgary, open up some dialogue 
and let others know about the project. 
The project goals are: 
  1. Start up a new research-oriented website, for Calgary, then southern Alberta family histories 
  2. Repository for area cemeteries 
  3. Add biographies of noted and notorious persons of Calgary (short 200 – 1,000 word bios) 
  4. Add capability of basic family tree links between buried people 
  5. Add capability of linking newspaper clippings to noted persons 
  6. Have user-friendly search tools 
  7. A by-product, hopefully, is to increase memberships in family history societies. 
 

 It would be fantastic if this kind of project could touch other regions of southern 
Alberta so everyone can benefit.   
                Hence the choice of a broad website name: Alberta Ancestors. 

 
 
    

MY cleaning lady just called and told me…….  

                            She will be  working from home…………            

   But she has sent me   

      instructions on what to do……... 

 

Archie Fischer and his daughter, Pat 
Job, placed a new headstone, 
engraved with the almost 
unreadable iron cross words, at the 
cemetery of Archie’s older brother 
who died Dec 8, 1937 at the age of 4.   

https://afhs.ab.ca/
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Manyberries Chinook History Book 
                                                                                 Submitted by Teresa Maser Parasynchuk,  

 

In doing the research about my grandfather and grandmother for their history, one of the 
sources I investigated was the Manyberries Chinook History book.  This book was a 
combination of the many small areas around the town of Manyberries.  New Home, 
Glassford, Minda, Orion and Ranchville.  It is like all the history books written by very 
dedicated people all our over our province. Many of the people that were responsible for the 
hours of research have now passed away, my mother, Ellen Waters Maser being one of them.  
Being that I did not ask as many questions as I should have, I would like to thank these people 
for their work as this history would be lost if it was not for their foresight. This book is a 
wonderful book to read.  Any chance one can get to read the stories in any of these history 
books a person should.  They are a great source of information not only about others but 

about one’s family and ancestors. 
  
My Grandfather Jacob (Jack) Maser homesteaded in the New Home / Manyberries 
area in 1910. He married my grandmother Amelia Seefried in 1914.  
Amelia emigrated from Russia in 1911 to New Home with her family. In 1910, 
Grandpa Jacob Maser, was 19 years of age.  He had come with his parents to the 
Josephburg area of Elkwater in 1904 from South Dakota. The Elkwater area was 
heavily settled by 1910 and the New Home area was opening up more and more. 
In May of 1910, he paid his ten-dollar filing fee and purchased the NE ¼ of Section 

24, TWP 6 west of the 4th meridian. 
  Manyberries came into a more prominent position after 1920 with the rail line coming through in 1916.  Being that 
Grandpa Jacob had finished `his homestead in 1913, Manyberries would have been the closest town for groceries, 
shipping cream, shipping wheat, and getting coal. Pakowki was also used in those early days and became quite a town, 
but it only lasted a few years before Manyberries and Orion took over. 
Manyberries had many grocery stores, the IH Machine Agency, an Undertaker, Drug stores, post office and hotel on 
the main street. North of main was a billiard Hall and a café.  There was also a shoemaker’s shop, a bank and a lawyer’s 
office just to name a few. Of course, because in those days’ horses were used there was a livery stable and feed 
company. 
Grandpa Jacob Maser had a cream can and so I would assume that him and Grandma Amelia sent cream to Lethbridge.  
It was sold for .75 cents to a dollar for a 5-gallon cream can of cream in the 1920s and 30’s.  This was after they paid 
for the freight. Eggs sold for 2 to 3 cents a dozen.  In the Manyberries book one family gave the eggs to the animals 
except of course for the ones they ate.  They felt it was not worth selling eggs for that price. 
There was coal in a couple of places around Manyberries.  One was east of Manyberries and the other was on the 
Larson land. 
Except for the grocery stores many of the other businesses did not make it through the dry years. The bank closed in 
1920’s probably as no one had any money to put in it.  When I went to school in 1958 to 1969, two of the grocery 
stores and the garage had survived and were still in existence. Now in 2020 there are only a few residences left with 
oil and gas services keeping them there. Many things have changed since my grandparents first shopped in this town. 
 

Source: Manyberries Chinook – Originated with the 1979 New Home Homecoming and spread from there.  It was 
written by the Manyberries Historical Society.  (There were no dates or mention of the publisher.)  

 

     My Doctor proclaimed the way to achieve inner peace in this trying time of Covid-19 is to finish all 
the things you have started....... 
So I looked around my house to see things I started and hadn't finished; and, before leaving the house 
this morning, I finished off a bottle of Merlot, a bottle of Chardonnay, a bole of Baileys, a butle of 
Kehuha, a pockage of Tim Tom, tha mainder of bot Prozic and Valum scriptins, the res of the 
Chesescke, some saltins an a b  x a cholates.                    Yu haf no idr who gud I fel. 
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The Discovery of a Long Lost Relative: The Untold Story of Alfred Borth 

                                         By William J Anhorn Q.C. ICD.D    August 17th, 2020 
  

One of the fascinating aspects of being an amateur genealogist and one of things for which 
we all aspire is to find or locate a long lost relative and in doing so, being able to add another interesting 
chapter or footnote to our family history.  
Following some recent research and some diligent investigative work, I was able to accomplish this task and 
am pleased to share this work with others that share my passion for genealogy and family history. 
One of the earliest articles that I wrote after developing an interest in genealogy and family history (and 
following in the footsteps of my Uncle Bill Anhorn) was entitled,” The Anhorn Family History- from My 
Perspective”, which has recently been updated. In this article, I chronicled the Anhorn family history by not 
only detailing the Anhorn antecedents but I endeavored to put the family history in some historical and 
political context. My Great Grandfather Jacob Anhorn emigrated from Bessarabia with his family to Western 
Canada in 1910 and established a homestead in the province of Saskatchewan, which at the time was known 
as the District of Assiniboia. 
The family left Bessarabia on September 23rd, 1910 and arrived in Quebec City (Canada) with his family on 
October 9th 1910, and then travelled by train to Winnipeg before establishing winter quarters in Walsh, 
Alberta. He applied for and obtained a quarter section of land (NW ¼ Section18, Township 15, Range 28, West 
of the 3rd Meridian) under the Dominion Land Act and in the spring of 1911 began the process of establishing 
a permanent residence in this home quarter.  Among the family members accompanying him was his wife, 
Ottilia and his six children: Friedericka aged 16 years, Johannes aged 14 years, Oskar aged 10 years, Martha 
aged 8 years, Jacob Jr aged 4 years and Olga aged 1 year. 
 “ Imagine for the moment, the cultural shock of moving from a relatively refined lifestyle in Russia to a 3 room 
shack on the bald-headed prairie of Saskatchewan with a sod built bunk house nearby to accommodate my 
grandfather John (Johannes) and his brother, Oskar.  Such was the beginning of the Anhorn legacy in Canada”. 
   Most of the history of the Anhorn family members has been well-documented thanks in part to the early 
and diligent efforts of my Uncle Bill, who became interested in genealogy and documenting the family history, 
long before it became fashionable. But one of the lesser-known stories relates to my Great Aunt Friedericka, 
who travelled to Canada from Bessarabia with her family at the tender age of 16 years. 
The story that was told and that was passed down from generation to generation was that while briefly 
establishing winter quarters in Walsh, Alberta in the winter of 1910/1911, Friedericka met a young man from 
North Dakota, whose family members had also acquired a homestead in the area. His name was Friedrich 
Borth.  As circumstances would have it, the two got married and Friedericka, in short order, was or became 
pregnant, giving birth to a male child in 1911/1912.  Friedrich (Fred) Borth as well applied for and was granted 
a 160-acre homestead, which was described as the SE-24-14-30-W3. Both of the first names of the couple 
appear to have been anglicized over time as in various documents each is referred to as either “Frederick” 
“Fred” and “Fredericka”.   
On February 9th, 1913, tragedy struck the Borth family as apparently after returning home from work at the 
end of the day, Fred Borth found his wife on the floor either in a coma or dead with the young infant child 
snuggled up to her lifeless body. The cause of death was not identified in the death certificate [2]and as one 
can imagine, has been the subject to much speculation over the years. 
Quite understandably, Fred Borth abandoned the homestead and by all accounts returned to North Dakota 
with his infant son in order to be closer to his family and to receive much needed support. 
Despite the diligent efforts of my Uncle Bill, this part of the history of the Anhorn family remained somewhat 
of a mystery.  What became of Fred Borth and his male child, the son of my Great Aunt Friedericka and the 
grandson of my great grandfather Jacob Anhorn?   (continued on the next page) 

? 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTuPfcpf9ipQdPLVHWCE0tP5i6oSRupsJHgnlejLkzXnPXgPmKGHOSRd6diolLQpDxlWvQmL3VcJgKs/pub&sa=D&ust=1599189476879000&usg=AOvVaw3I-38Wsh0wl1sGu2yJ5ydA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTuPfcpf9ipQdPLVHWCE0tP5i6oSRupsJHgnlejLkzXnPXgPmKGHOSRd6diolLQpDxlWvQmL3VcJgKs/pub&sa=D&ust=1599189476879000&usg=AOvVaw3I-38Wsh0wl1sGu2yJ5ydA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTEd_x-wfN-CUxnhCuxBDcRzBf-3UXpoiHmieN_URNdpd2Aid3kLu39DNBOwy4dAF6hwtRKyO10P8d-/pub#ftnt2
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Feeling up to the challenge, I decided to harness all of my skills as an amateur genealogist and seek to unravel 
this mystery and complete this story. 
The Investigation 
At first, it seemed to be a simple task. Searches of ancestry.ca revealed however, several persons known as 
Friedrich Borth but none seemed to fit the perceived or proper orientation as to age, place and time. Birth 
and other government records failed to reveal the name of the male child or give any other relevant 
information. Using the ancestry.ca search engine, I endeavored to find a match of the last name Borth with 
the approximate date of birth (1911). I tried various variations of what might be a likely first name for the 
child, as it was quite common among previous generations of my German ancestors to name the first male 
child after a close relative- brother, father or grandfather. Friedrich, Jacob, Johannes, Oskar were all tried 
with negative results. 
A Dominion Land Act search confirmed the spelling of “Friedrich Borth” which conformed to the previously 
identified land description. A further search revealed a U.S. Census which identified a “Friedrich Borth”  as 
having resided in North Dakota and who had a birth date of 1878, which offered up some interesting 
information and a possible connection. He had married Amelia Mauch in 1915 and they had several children 
including a son named Alfred, whose birth date was coincidentally given as 1911. This was somewhat 
surprising given the date of the marriage and peaked my interest. 

Furthermore, the Census information gave a 
place of birth of each of the children and 
while most of the children were born in 
North Dakota in the United States of 
America, Alfred’s place of birth on the Census 
form surprisingly was recorded as being in 
Canada. 
A further search revealed a U.S. World War II 
draft registration for Alfred Borth. The draft   
card identified the date of birth as 
(01/05/1911), and the place of birth as being 
“WALSH, ALBERTA”! 
   Voila! The inescapable conclusion was that 
the marriage of Friedrich (Fred) Borth to 
Amelia Mauch was his second marriage, and 
that his first marriage was to my 
grandfather’s older sister, Friedericka. This 

was reinforced by the date of their marriage and the subsequent birth of the children which followed and the 
anomaly of Alfred’s date and place of birth. Although there were some clear undeniable data points from 
which one could make a reasonable assumption that Alfred Borth was the son of my Great Aunt Friedericka, 
I decided to continue my research with the hope of finding a living relative who could shed some light into 
the life and times of Alfred Borth and further confirm or verify my conclusion. 
I began by examining the particulars of the other children of Friedrich and Amelia Borth and in doing so, 
discovered several family trees on ancestry.ca detailing their personal information and antecedents. They 
had several other children including Elsie (1915-2012), Tillie Irene (1916-2007) Clara (1918-1999) Viola Helen 
(1921-2008) and Fred Carl (1927-1991).  Most of the children had married and had children of their own and 
it was not difficult to populate the Anhorn Family tree with this information. 
The next oldest child of Friedrich and Amelia Borth and the last of the children to pass away was Elsie Borth, 
who had married Paul Mason Davies. An online search of the name Elsie Davies resulted in finding an obituary 
that detailed her life and family members both living and deceased.  (continued on the next page) 
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In the online memorials offered by the funeral home, Gaylin Borth posted a sympathy note. Another online 
search revealed that she had been noted as being an usher in a newsletter published by a Church in North 
Dakota. A further online search indicated that Gaylin Borth (DOB 01/09/1953) was in fact a male and that he 
had married a person named Sandy. 
A further online search of the name Sandy Borth revealed an obituary for a person named Anton (Tony) Greff 
and this “obit” identified that he was survived by nine children including, “Sandy (Gaylin) Borth” of North 
Rockford, North Dakota. A further search identified her address and telephone number and that she was 
aged 68 years of age. 
A further search on ancestry.ca revealed that Alfred had married Frieda Ehnes and a search of her name 
provided various “hints “including a “Borth” Family tree managed by Gaylin Borth. This tree offered little 
information but did confirm some of my suspicions that I was on the right trail as he had erroneously posted 
on his family tree reference to female Anhorn, as being the mother of Alfred Borth, but with a different first 
name. 
Further Internet searches identified several children of Gaylin and Sandy Borth including Grady Borth. 
Through some further efforts I was able to find an email address and I carefully crafted an email requesting 
his assistance in verifying the information about Alfred Borth and hopefully providing some further sought 
after family connections. I patiently waited for a response. 
I also was able to discover through painstaking enquiry, the name and antecedents of the wife of Grady Borth, 
(Daphne) whose maiden name was Heil. A distant cousin managed one of the Heil family trees and I received 
a reply with the suggestion that I contact her through Facebook and she provided her contact information. 
She also offered to pass the message on about my desire to connect and verify my research. 
I subsequently discovered a telephone number on the Internet of Grady and Daphne Borth in Bismarck, ND 
and placed a telephone call and spoke to Daphne. She informed me that she and her husband had received 
my email/message and were in the process of making enquiries with his father, Gaylin Borth and that they 
would be in touch. I expressed my pleasure about hoping to find out about their family connection and this 
long lost relative. Based upon her willingness to take my call and shared information, I was confident that my 
assumption was correct and that indeed, I had discovered the long lost relative of the Anhorn family-son of 
my Great Aunt Friedericka, Alfred Borth and his descendants.  
With this mystery having been solved, the appropriate information was posted on the Anhorn family tree for 
ease of reference and for posterity.  
I take pride in completing this research and shedding some light on a mysterious part of the Anhorn family 
history and being able to share the results with interested family members and those that share my passion 
for genealogy.                    
 
 

Years ago when I called my mom to ask her what she doing that day she might reply “Oh, today is the 
day we (mom and her friend) go to the “Old Folks Home” (an early name for what we think of as a 
senior home) to help with the craft program.”  “Great” I said while trying to stifle my laughter.  Mom 
was near her 90’s, and her friend was near her mid 80’s and they thought that they were definitely not 
old enough for that place … but were able to help others who needed it.   They loved helping old 
people?? Something from their past – memories of what their mothers did? The attitude of helping 
they had seen and did while growing up? While I chuckled to myself each time I asked what they were 
up to,  the answer was they were off to some place to teach or help others with a craft.(Of course, it 
was with “old people”  not “other old people”.    They are both gone now but I have a beautiful 
memory of two amazing “elderly” ladies….  What memories do you have of someone that brings a 
smile to your heart? Why not share it so others can have smile too?      Author: Her “almost old “daughter 
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Life is amazing. 

And then it is awful. 

And then it is amazing again. 

And in between the amazing and the awful it’s ordinary and mundane and routine. 

Breathe in the amazing, hold on through the awful,  

and relax and exhale during the ordinary. 

That’s just living heartbreaking, soul-healing, amazing, awful, ordinary life. 

And it is breathtakingly beautiful. 

                                                                                         L.R. Knost 
 

(I received this poem in an e-mail. I did not get any information about the author. It is has so much to say to all of us at this time in 
our history. Thank you goes to the author of these thoughts.  If anyone has information about its origins and publication I would 

wish to thank those involved and seek their permission for having share it. ) 
The Saamis Seeker Editor 

 

  A huge thank you goes to all the people who contributed to 
this issue of Saamis Seeker….. Without your stories, pictures 
and writings there either would not have been a 

publication….. or readers would have had to endure more of my 
ramblings and  so called attempt at humor and encouragement…..  
Thanks a bunch………..   Madeline, editor   

 
 

 
Letters to the Editor:  Email your comments to MHDGS (mhgs@shaw.ca) or directly 
to Madeline Fischer, editor at genfisch@telus.net .    Your comments/ suggestions/ are 

welcome and will be published in (If you provide permission) in an issue of Saamis Seeker. 

Please provide your contact (phone number or email address with your submission. All personal 

information will not be published unless you request it to be.) 

 
 

                         Til next time HAPPY HUNTING…….  Madeline Fischer, editor 
 

All rights reserved: The articles, stories and any other information in SAAMIS SEEKER is 
the property of the Medicine Hat and District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society 
and the authors of such materials. No reproduction of any kind or part of SAAMIS 
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