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Have you ever noticed 
people who know where 
they are going -- always 
seem to get there? 

 

 

                          Places I have been….. or not……… 
 

 I have been in many places, but I've never been in Cahoots.  

    You can't go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with someone.  

 I've never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there.  

 I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport; you   

     have to be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks    

     to my friends, family and work. ???? 

 I would like to jump to Conclusions, but I'm not into to that much    

     physical activity anymore.  

 I have also been in Doubt. It is a confusing place to go, so I try  

      not to visit there too often. 

 I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to    

        stand firm or I was sure I was right which I usually am. 

 Sometimes I'm in Capable. I am getting there more often lately. 

 One of my favorite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the  

    adrenalin flowing. At my age I need all the stimuli I can get! 

 I have been in Love with a terrific person almost all my life.   

    It’s a great place to be. Hope it is yours too. 
 

Note: Adapted from the original to fit space and my thoughts  

in places. Author of original is unknown but thanks for the creative idea. 

Editor: Madeline Fischer  

 

      It's hard to believe that someday I'll be an ancestor. 
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 Executive Corner………. 
 

President’s Chatter…… By Doreen Schank 
     As you are reading this, the summer will be over and we will be heading into autumn which 

will be a welcome relief from the heat. While I am writing this we have had a couple weeks of 

30+ weather so this has been a good excuse to stay inside in the cool air conditioned house 
and work on genealogy. 

   I read a sign the other day from Genealogy Resources that said “Birth Certificates show 

you were born – Death Certificates show you died and Photographs show you really lived”.  
  I have spent the last couple of years scanning old photographs and labelling them. I know 

the following generations do not want to store 65+ photo albums as I do. That is not to say 

they don’t want the photos but in a more compact way. I am trying to rectify this by 

condensing my photo albums into history photo books for the family, as well as including the 
stories that go with the photos. Interesting enough I had forgotten some of the memories till I 

looked at the photo so this has been fun for me also.  I also have a USB Flash Drive labelled 

for each of our children and as I finish scanning a decade I download them to each of the 
Flash Drives. This is just my way of trying to preserve our family history for generations to 

come.  

  Our society is gearing up for the last half of the year and members are attending meetings 
and busy volunteering in some aspect. Remember- without volunteers, most genealogy 

societies would cease to exist. So a big thank you to all our volunteers past and present 

that have kept and are keeping our MHDGS going strong. 

 

Membership and Communications, Treasurer and/or  Secretary Updates 
Membership:  September 1, 2019.  73 
  

       Monthly Meetings:  1st Wednesday of each month except June and July: 
   

  Upcoming Programs November 2: a seminar at our library. Watch your email for details. 
 

   Projects:  Elemee Royer, Grace Sanderson, and Eileen Stahl have scanned all the scrapbooks and 

Dwight Brown is editing them.  We are still scanning yearbooks are doing and Doreen Schank is 
editing.  Charlie Phillips is taking the photographs of headstones at our hillside cemetery. Eileen Stahl 
coordinates the obits being extracted from past newspapers, and adds them to our computer obituary 
database. Uwe-Karsten Krickhahn keeps all the obituaries and special events for the year and organizes 
them into a binder. Norm Collard visits the public library and extracts from old newspapers. 
 

 Recognition: A special bouquet to each of the members who devote their time to   

                            prepare materials for all members to use. Thank you from all of us! 
  

GFR:  “Germans from Russia” 2nd Wednesday of the  month @ 1 pm     

   Melvin Bender is at the library to assist those who are interested in their GFR heritage……. 
 

MHDGS Computer: 3rd Wednesday of the month @ 1-3pm Eileen Stahl is at the library 

to assist those needing help using the library computer. 
 

Genealogy Family Tree: Meet twice a month in the afternoons from 1 to 4pm at the library 

but it’s not a certain time. Usually Doreen Schank gives the dates for following month at the 
general meeting. Webinars, time to work on your own genealogy or get some help if needed. 

 

Letters to the Editor:  Email your comments to MHDGS (mhgs@shaw.ca) or directly 
to Madeline Fischer, editor  at genfisch@telus.net .    Your comments/ suggestions/ 

are welcome and will be published in (If you provide permission) in an issue of Saamis 
Seeker. Please provide your contact (phone number or email address with your submission. All 
personal information will not be published unless you request it to be.) 

mailto:genfisch@telus.net
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Looking At The Past…. Where were they and how did they meet????    
 

How, when or where did your parents, grand-parents or great-grandparents meet? In 

50 words or less, this was the assignment for attendees to answer on September 4, 2019 as 

they gathered at the library for the monthly meeting. After some warm-up questions they 

settled in like any good class of grade fours on the first day of school….. which it was. Below 

are some of their answers.  Most in their enthusiasm and zeal forgot about the 50 word limit 

which forced me to do some editing and removing all identifying names etc. . But read their 

“A” answers and marvel at the lives lived in the past ………. 

 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to space available I was not able to include all the comments. So I tried to give you, the reader, a cross section of  
the “50” (?) word answers that were prepared in a very short time. You can see what you can tell in a short time and 
that our ancestors were strong in their answer to life’s happenings. Have you climbed the branches and dug into the 
roots of your family tree? Met your ancestors? Discovered their lives?  Try some 50 word questions then expand your 
search to relatives, neighbors, research places. You will be amazed at the treasures you will find. 
A special thank all of you who “went back to school for this teacher.”   By Madeline Fischer 

   My father was  born in      
 Montana  where  his 
maternal   grandparents 
homesteaded because his 
parents homesteaded on a 
farm  in an  isolated  area 
of Alberta 

My grandfather was a tailor in Nova Scotia until a 
shortage work forced the family to move to Ontario. 
My grandmother’s health deteriorated so she had 
to return to Halifax and the children were cared for 
by a great aunt who was able to share how difficult 
their life was at that time 

One of the most documented 
immigrations was that of my 
great great grandfather and his 
wife. 
 He wrote his autobiography for 
the family which was made 
more real with all his personal 
telling of it. 

My mother was born in Poland on a farm 
beside a beautiful lake. Her ancestors 
had lived at that lake for the past 200 
years. 
She told us many stories of her life and 
family growing up. My Dad and her 
married there and later immigrated to 
Canada with their four children. As years 
went by four more children were added. 
Eventually they settled in Medicine Hat. 
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around  our  library      By Christy Garland 

 
Recent additions to the  library: 
Family Histories: 

            Gunderson, Harvey & Thingvold Families      A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

            Various Adams Families                  A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

           The Beltons of Foulness Island         A Family History, Edition Two Baker, Peter 

           The Carpenter Family                  A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

           The Vraa Family                  A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

           The Samuel Allen                  A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

            The Kezih (Ammidon) Allen Family                A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

          The Abbe / Abbey / Abby / Abee Families     A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

           The Watkins Family                                           A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

          The Bixby Family                 A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

         The Barkhouse/Berghaus Family                 A family history Sibley, Mary Anne 

          Various Allen Families                A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

         The Vraa Family                A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

         The Kirby Family                A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

         The Experience Alden & Mrs. Mehitable Alden Sibley, Mary Anne 

        The Belton Family                A Family History Sibley, Mary Anne 

         The Barnes Family                A Family history Sibley, Mary Anne 
          
 German: Germanic Genealogy Conference 2017 Syllabus   International German Genealogy Partnership 

Ontario: A Celebration of Lives   Obituaries of Puslinch township, Wellington Co., Ontario    Anna Jackson 

Reference: The Geneology Handbook: The Complete Guide To Tracing Your Family Tree Galford, Ellen 

 Books You Need To Do Genealogy In Ontario     An Annotated Bibliography Taylor, Ryan. 

 Genealogist's Computer Companion, The                                      McClure, Rhonda R. 

 Sleuth Book For Genealogists, The   Strategies For More Successful Family History Research   

   Croom, Emily Anne , 1943- 

Scotland:       Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry Cory, Kathleen B. 

Canada History:      Boomtime; Peopling The Canadian Prairies        Gray, James Henry , 1906-1998. 

                                 Chautauqua In Canada                                             Jameson, Sheilagh S.   

 Alberta Area Histories:   Alberta Lady Rancher                                  Roger, Gertrude Minor. 

                                              Peace River Remembers                             Sir Alexander Mackenzie Historical Society 

                                   Days Before Yesterday, The History Of Rocky Mountain House District  

                           Rocky Mountain House Reunion Historical Society  

 

                               ********************************************* 
 

 When I was in grade school it was our practice to sell our text books back to the school           

  at the end of the academic year. When I purchased my eighth grade history it was already a 

very used book. The year before someone failed to erase a message they'd scribbled on the 

inside front cover. It advised: "In the event of a flash flood……….. 

                                                                     stand on this history book -- IT'S DRY!" 
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  Genealogy Should Matter to Us All:  “Finding Your “Roots” 

    by William J Anhorn QC ICD.D 
 

 “Roots” was an American television miniseries based on Alex Haley's 

1976 novel Roots: The Saga of an American Family. The series first 

aired on American network TV in January 1977. It received critical acclaim and was 
nominated and received several prestigious awards including 9 Emmy awards, a 

Golden Globe award and a Peabody award. It also received an unprecedented 

Nielsen rating for the final episode, which was watched by millions..  The final show 
still holds a record as the third-highest-rated episode for any type of television series, and the 

second-most watched overall series finale in U.S. television history.  

But more importantly, the premise of the book and the television series was the unwavering 

necessity and persistent need of for the main characters of the series to discover their “roots”. 
The overwhelming success of the TV drama created an unprecedented desire on the part of 

many to seek out their own “roots” or origins and it gave rise to a dramatic increase in the 

popularity of genealogy as a legitimate pastime.  
But this preoccupation with family history or origins was not something that was new. 

Genealogy has been a perpetual activity and it is not isolated to any one culture or ethnicity. 

It bridges across all cultures and all eras. Genealogy, at its core satisfies the basic human 

curiosity about our own “roots”. 
 

Climbing the Family Tree 
   For centuries, people have found history and in particular, their own family history to be 

very important and many took great effort to document their family tree or pedigree in 

painstaking detail, scouring Church and Government birth and marriage records for original 

source material to verify and document their family ancestries. Some travelled back to the 
family’s country of origins to search for details, which were not otherwise available from 

traditional sources.  

Information, often in the form of “yellowed” pages, or newspaper clippings, hand written notes 

or pencilled pedigrees were passed down from generation to generation and kept for some 

eventual purpose, which was not always necessarily clear. Some were fortunate to have some 
dedicated patriarch or family member who tried to actually document the family history in an 

organized manner in the form of a scrapbook or written summary or hand drawn or typed 

family pedigree. With the invention of the camera, the photography of individual family 

members, staged family portraits and wedding photographs became commonplace and was as 
a means of preserving important life events and created its own form of important family 

history.  

 With the advent of the Internet and the establishment of various search engines and 
dedicated genealogical websites, interest in this aspect of history has grown exponentially. 

More recently with the development of DNA testing and the ease of capturing this type of 

information, the interest in one’s past has become a “new” phenomenon or has developed a 
renewed sense of importance. 

 With the prevalence of this type of inquiry, the question from the unsophisticated and 

untrained observer is, “what is the use or relevance of studying this form of history? Why is 
genealogy important?  

  Does it really matter what happened long ago? My simple response is that, “History and in 

particular, family history matters and genealogy should matter to us all. 
 

Family History Matters 

  The longer answer to this question is that history and in particular, family history has been 

and remains an inescapable part of our existence. From the earliest of times, it has been a 

time-honoured tradition to capture and document in some manner important life events, 
whether it is a birth, a marriage or a death. Far from being a meaningless subject, family 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Haley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roots:_The_Saga_of_an_American_Family
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history connects things through time and encourages others to take closer view of those 

connections to the past.  

Someone more eloquent that I will ever be, summed up the answer to this penultimate 
question, in this way: 

  “Few persons are so insensible to the ties of kindred as not to feel a legitimate curiosity in 

the history and connections of the individuals of their own family a feeling which remoteness 

of time cannot impair and which proximity of relationships only serve to strengthen. If the 
greatest nations have been ambitious of deducing their history of the earliest times, surely 

individuals may be pardoned who seek to trace their origins in the earliest recorded annals of 

their country. Without attaching undue value to the advantage of birth, the love of our race is 
laid so deep in the foundation of human nature that such adventitious circumstances will 

always influence our social position. It should teach us humility when we reflect how small a 

space we ourselves occupy in the eye of posterity and it may inspire us with the spirit of 
emulation to maintain the good name we have inherited from those who have gone before 

us.”1       1 Botfield, Beriah, Stemmata Botevilliana 1858, Chapter I 
 

An Important Connection to the Past 

This form of history is important because it connects us to specific times, places and events 

that were significant milestones in our collective past.  The ability to revisit these preserved 

elements from time to time provides us with a sense of place, and maintains continuity 
between our past and our present by preserving a trail of how we arrived at where, and who 

we are today. It helps in establishing our own cultural identity by tracing our common 

descent, language, culture and ideology. It assists in preserving the culture and time 
honoured traditions of our ancestors for future generations to discover. In some cases, it 

provides vital hereditary information, which could be life saving. 

The pursuit of family history and origins tends to be shaped by several motives, including the 
desire to carve out a place in one’s family in the larger historical picture and to create a sense 

of belonging to a greater order of things. It often evokes a passion for discovery as one 

searches with the hope of finding some famous or celebrated ancestors.  It creates great 

excitement when one finds a relationship that we never knew existed or on discovering a 
fascinating family ritual, tradition or belief which helps define our own existence. 
 

An Opportunity for Self-Discovery 

Here are some more reasons why history and in particular, genealogy is important and why 

we should encourage this form of enquiry. It provides a sense of identity. It ascertains 

who we are and where we came from and places our current station in life in a generational 
context. As a people, we have always felt compelled to recognize our origins in order to be  

“grounded” and to provide us with a sense of commonality and purpose. Identifying our family 

history puts our presence in historical context but at the same time helps us establish our own 
uniqueness, individuality and self-worth. It offers an opportunity for self-discovery. 

Far from being simply an interesting pastime, genealogy helps us understand our current 

society and this societal connection to the past helps us understand who we are by identifying 
the events and people who helped shape who we are today. It is essential in order for us have 

the ability to appreciate and understand the human soul and perhaps, more importantly, 

ourselves.  The study of family history documents the forces of change and helps us 

understand how life events or political or economic circumstances resulted in change and how 
this change has impacted our current circumstances. As a society, we can learn and benefit 

from both our past triumphs and our past failures. 

  Genealogy creates a forum to help document important stories from the past, which 
can provide us with a source for inspiration. Knowing how our ancestors came to this country 

and what motivated them to find a better life may act as some motivation for us to do the 
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same. Pride in our family accomplishments provides an opportunity for celebration and may 

inspire us to carry on a tradition of resourcefulness and perseverance. It can be a powerful 

motivator. 
Finally, by understanding the suffering, joy and chaos that preceded us and allowed our 

current family situation to evolve, we may have a better understanding of ourselves and this 

may help in making us a better person. To put it another way and in more simplistic terms, 

understanding the linkages between past and present is absolutely basic for a good 
understanding of the condition in which we find ourselves as human beings and may help us 

develop and maintain some humility as we recognize that our existence is a mere “dot” in the 

overarching history of mankind. 
In this latter context, I am reminded of thought-provoking poem by an unknown author, which was referenced in my 

Uncle’s self-published book on our own family history. 
 

 If you could see your ancestors standing in a row, 

 Would you be proud of them, or don’t you really know? 

 Some strange discoveries are made in climbing the family tree; 

 And some of them, you well know, 

 Do not particularly please. 

 If you could see your ancestors standing in a row, 

 There might be some that you wouldn’t care to know. 

 But there is another question, which may require a different view, 

 If you could meet your ancestors, 
 Would they be proud of you?2       Anhorn, William Paul, “The Anhorn Family History” p1 author unknown. 
 

Genealogy delves into the past and establishes a foundation for the present and offers 

guidance into the future. It helps satisfy a deep need and a natural curiosity about how we 

came to be and how we fit into the broader scheme of “things”. It helps forge a living link 
between the past, present and the future. It is more than just a collection of family threads 

passing through time but a series of threads that weave themselves into a fascinating and 

compelling fabric, of which we are an integral part. Yes, genealogy is important. And it 
should matter to us all.  
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Me and Mine: “How I 'Do' My Genealogy   by Lynn Strom, 
 

  I began looking into my maternal grandmother's maternal family history line 

back in the 1980s, following my Irish connection. I tend to be more interested in 

the maternal lines, as those seem to so often be neglected in favour of the male 

influence in our patriarchal thinking. I have always been annoyed when coming 

across information about 'Mrs. John Smith', with nary a mention of even the 

poor woman's given name! For as hard as most men work to look after, care for 

and protect their families, we all know that very often it has been the women 

who worked even harder and have been the backbone of family. Anyway, that is 

a topic for another discussion! 

My time over the years spent actually researching has been pretty hit-and-miss, and my focus 

while researching can be a bit scattered. I love rabbit trails, and tend to follow them to 

some extent. The information I gather, however, is always organized in hard copy in 

binders specific to family line or surname, along with a 'currently researching' 

binder, and a larger one of ancestral charts. Recently begun is a binder of the history of 

the family farm we live on. I currently have about a dozen binders on my shelf dedicated to 

genealogy. 

In the beginning of my research, I used books from the library, wrote some letters to older 

relatives, and dug thru Nana's old pictures while I peppered her with questions. When the 

library got computers, I discovered Ancestry and a few other sites to find some info. I had 

some help from our local LDS church. Now of course I have my own computer and over the 

past year or so have worked on genealogy in spurts as time allows and interest is sparked. 

I'm looking forward to more in-depth research and making interesting discoveries about those 

who walked before me!             Lynn Strom, August 2019 (permission to print) 
 

Miles and Smiles: A Journey of Life and Love    By Madeline Fischer 

In 1907, a baby girl, traveled by rail and wagon with her mother and sister to the new 

homestead in Fleet, Alberta. She grew up and became a teacher. In the late twenties a young 

man traveled the same rails as a hobo to work on the threshing crews near where she lived in 

Alberta and back to northern Ontario when harvest was over.  

Their paths crossed as he worked on a ranch and she started teaching school in the same 

area. He had seen the young lady and was smitten. He knew he just had to be the first fellow 

to meet this new teacher so he rode up to the school in the middle of the day, walked up, 

knocked on the school door, and asked the teacher for directions to his place. As she carefully 

tried to give him directions the students roared with laughter. They knew what was up. 

The following week he escorted that teacher to the country dance and a romance began. As 

time passed the “dirty-thirties” forced him to return to Ontario where he worked as a 

lumberjack. Over the next four years letters told of their love. He pined. She waited.  

Finally he was able to return, buy a farm and marry his sweetheart. His last letter said, “I’ll 

see you at the wedding on Saturday, if I can make it.” Their love story continued for 

another 54 years: until his death at the age of 85.  

Someday I need to put the details of his life all together in one place so his children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren can marvel, laugh, wonder, and appreciate their Irish background.  Maybe it should 
be now???   
Author’s Note: The basis of this story came from the stories they told us of growing up and the letters 
Dad had written to Mom while they were apart. We discovered these letters in a small box after Mom’s 
death at the age of 90 in 1998. They had years of joy, sharing and loving each other. M. Walsh 
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Taming My Family History 

“Stuff”!!  

By Dianne Ferguson 
 

Opening the closet door to a dozen 

Banker Boxes, shelves of photo 
books, scrapbooks, community 

history books, binders, maps and 

many more miscellaneous items, I felt overwhelmed. Where do I start to tame this mess? 
And I knew in the basement there were more boxes with decades of letters and cards shared 

between family members I had salvaged from their “this is garbage” destiny. 

 I discovered these boxes also contained birth announcements, wedding invitations, death 
announcements, and obituaries of family members of long ago. The letters are the “daily life” 

story of my grandmothers and my mother in their own words as they corresponded weekly in 

the years before telephones became the main communication source. Because of my long 

standing passion for our history, family members have given me many original documents and 
old photographs. These are just the “paper items.” On my computer reside dozens more 

family files and photos!! 

So much “stuff” – so little time!! How do I tame all this data into a manageable system? 
How do I care for original documents and photos entrusted to me to ensure our family’s 

history is preserved over time? 

Many years ago I had sorted items into families and put them into file folders in banker boxes, 
unfortunately each file contained a collection of papers, photos and newspaper clippings. 

Newspaper clippings should not be stored with valuable photos and original documents!! 

Rather than attempt changing everything at once I decided I would only do the family line I 

was presently working on. This helped me “to corral” my organizing efforts and work toward 
my desired end result without being so overwhelmed it felt unattainable before I started!! 

First I developed a set of rules and a standardized 

computer and paper file naming pattern. Rules included 
individuals stay with parent files until they marry (that 

is, their childhood and youth photos/ documents are filed 

in their parent’s box). Once married the wife is filed 

under her husband’s surname. Setting rules and 
developing a standardized way of labeling requires 

planning. Think it through before you start. Taking time 

to plan makes the work much easier but expect there 
may be some tweaking as you find the unusual. 

To build my digital file tree I decided to identify Main File 

Folders by Family Line surname. The next set by direct line couples such as Palmer, Asher 
and Nancy or Palmer, Galusha and Wildred. Within the couple folder are folders for each 

of their children and in turn each child’s families. This helps me keep all the sibling lines off 

my direct line together. To name digital documents I chose this pattern: 

  Family Surname – Given Name - Year/ Month – Location – What it is?  
When appropriate I use for paper files too. Examples: 

    Palmer – Galusha – 1875 – Minnesota – census 

    Palmer – Galusha – 1845/May – South Bend, Indiana  – baptism certificate 
 

As I create my photo files I am using the same naming pattern. The self-publishing software I 

use for my family history books only allows 300 dpi scanned photos. To identify 300 dpi 

scanned photos I put WC (for Working Copy) in front of the photo label. Photos scanned as 

TIF files I put ARC (for archived copy) in front. The file path I use for labeling a photo appears 
as:     ARC – Palmer – Galusha – 1901 - Selby South Dakota - on horse by house 

WC – Palmer - Galusha - 1901- Selby South Dakota - on horse by house 
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This methodology groups all my Working Copy photos together and all the ARChival photos 

together. The standardized naming format also groups all photos of Galusha Palmer and the 

computer sorts them into chronological order by year as long as the labeling pattern is 
consistent. As I write my family history story this system makes it easy for me to find and pull 

a photo related to the text into the book template. Now as I scan photos I also go into 

“properties,” then “details” to document any other information 

about the photo such as the full names of people in a group 
picture, location it was taken or the event if known. Under 

“copyright” I document who took the picture and/or who gave me 

the photo.   
Admittedly this is tedious work!! I did not start using this system 

until I was well into the research and scanning of photos for my 

last family history book so I need to redo many file names and 
photo labels. There are many different methods to name files; 

being consistent is the real key; find a method that works for you and stick with it. This 

standardized method works well for how I research and do my work to prepare for self-

publishing each family history book. The volume of information and photos continues to 
accumulate as I prepare to put each family history into book format. I believe books are the 

only method to ensure family members have access to all the history I know as well as the 

photos and documents that reside in my boxes and on my computer. Technology changes so 
rapidly, today’s digital formats may not even exist in the future. 

Following a presentation to MHDGS by Philip Pipe Archivist at Esplanade Arts and Heritage 

Centre, I ordered museum archival quality banker boxes, boxes, file folders and envelopes. 
While this is an expensive endeavor, I hold many of the original documents or only photos for 

several family lines. I feel a sense of responsibility to preserve them in a safe environment for 

many more years (some photos and documents are already over 150 years old). I labeled 

folders and envelopes with pencil (not ink) using the same naming patterns plus any 
additional information I knew about the item/ photo. These precious items are archived in acid 

free banker boxes with the content listed on the side of the box. All newspaper clippings have 

been removed and filed elsewhere. The archived items are stored in an inside, upstairs closet 
and are not in any type of plastic containers.  

I found Denise May Levenick’s 2012 book, How to Archive Family Keepsakes, Learn 

how to preserve family photos, memorabilia & genealogy records, an easy read, very 
practical and useful as I was archiving specific items. 

When I am working on a family line I keep a binder of my on-line 

research with printed copies of census, marriage, military records etc 

in plastic page holders. I personally find it quicker to flip a couple 
pages to check a date, name or cross reference something. Since 

these records were all available on-line I do not want to keep these 

heavy binders of paper documents long term. Having said that, we all 
know websites make changes or disappear and the document may become 

difficult or impossible to access. As I find documents/ maps/ information I 

download and save a digital copy. I made the decision to preserve them in 

paper format by producing a cheaper book on lower quality paper. For my 
most recent family history book I made a soft cover, 8 by 11 inch book titled 

Verification Documents for The Palmer Trek West. These materials are from 

my on-line searching including some items I could not get copyright 
permission to publish in my actual book because I had no idea who had 

copyright or could not locate the owner. This verification book (it is not for 

sale) is my personal background record of where something came from or how 
I made my decisions about my ancestor’s activities and timelines. This is especially important 

if it is an item I could not include for widespread publication.   With any system the real 
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challenge is maintaining the system over time or it too becomes another mess needing 

attention. For me this methodology is working well. At present I am not using any genealogy 

software nor do I work on-line. It is a work in progress and believe me it will be some time 
before I have tamed all “the stuff” for each family line!! 
(Editor’s note:  This is a lady who has it all together...... stuff, a plan, a vision and a compassion for the 
responsibility for caring for her ancestor history.  Thank you so much for sharing your dream........... The only thing 
you could add would be a visit to your home to see it. ) 
 

Can We Learn About Our Ancestors Through Travel? YES!      By Betty Padfield 
    In September 2016, my husband and I had a chance to go to Ireland to research his ancestors. 
Some of the names we researched were Sheir, Switzer, Teskey, Doupe, Bovinezir, Heck, Dulmage 

and Embury. These names don’t sound Irish because they are German.      
    Between 1708-1709, there was a lot of unrest in the Rhineland area of Germany: disputes over 
borders, changes in rulers and one of the worst winters to hit the area.  
Thousands of people travelled up the Rhine River to Amsterdam to sail to England. England was so 
overwhelmed by the response to the offer by Queen Anne of England that they erected tents co. 

Some did go back to Germany while some stayed in other parts of England.  Needless to say, the 
English people were not very happy about this situation.  Some wealthy landowners from Ireland 
agreed to accommodate some of these Palatine families on their large estates.  Among these large 
estates were:  the Abel Ram Estates in County Wexford (where two colonies were established at 
Gorry and Old Ross), The Leslie Estates in Tarbert, The Barker Estates in Kilcooley in County 
Tipperary, and the Lord Southwell Estates in Limerick County (where three colonies were 

established at Court Matrix, Killeheen, Balligrane). 
In 1989, a group of descendants of the original ancestors formed The Irish Palatine Association.  
Their goal was to create a museum to house their collective history, including artifacts, photos and 
documents.  They purchased an old railway building and set up a research centre along with a 
museum. The museum contains a wealth of information.  The Association offers an annual 
membership which includes a copy of their annual Journal. 

Back to the trip; there were 29 of us on the tour.  At the end of it, we discovered that we were all 
related to each other!  Although we came from various places in Australia, New Zealand, England 
and Canada, we all had the same family names in our family trees. 
We stayed at the very lovely hotel in Rathkeale Ireland (yes, there was only one hotel there), and 
from here we would take day trips by bus.  Back at the hotel each night, we would have talks from 
locals and book authors, who had lots of information about the Palatines in the area.  We visited 

each of the Estates named above and learned all about the Palatines. Some of the local residents 
met with us and provided great lunches (some of the best soup ever!!).  They made us so welcome 
and were more than willing to share stories of their ancestors with us.  We saw many of the 
ancestor’s churches, schools and homes, including the ruins of where some of them once lived. 
One home we visited was built in 1709; after being empty for a number of years, it has been 
renovated by a descendant of the original owner (some of the original features are still intact).  

The current owner still makes apple cider on an old press like they did in 1709.  We even got to 
taste some; it was so good we had seconds. 
In Dublin, we visited a replica of one of the ships (the Dunbrody Famine Ship) that brought our 
ancestors to Canada.  While the original was one of the better ships, this was still not a pleasant 
way to travel due to the length of the voyage, the overcrowding and the harsh sanitary conditions 
resulting in disease and death.  The visit included a re-enactment by actors in period costume 

showing us what it was really like to travel in those days.  It really makes a person reconsider 
when complaining about the cruise ships of today! 
   In Tarbert, we had a visit to Tarbert Bidwell Jail.  It was a sad place to see as they showed a 
young woman (with her infant child) who was imprisoned for stealing some cabbage for her family.  
The woman and her child died in the jail.  Laws were very strict in those days and punishment was 
harsh. 

  In Rathkeale, another highlight of our trip was a visit to the school, church and a very old 
graveyard where some of my husband’s ancestors lived and were buried.  The director of the Irish 
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Palatine Association is a direct descendant of the German Palatine Protestants; he even went to 
the school in Rathkeale Ireland. 

  In Adare, we visited the Adare Golf Course, a lush and green setting, which still houses the ruins 
of a once beautiful abbey, a Methodist church and a second church with an adjoining graveyard.  
Once a year, the golf course stops play while the IPA has a memorial service at the site of the 
Methodist Church to commemorate their ancestors. There is a plaque on the ground of the 15th tee 
(which is right beside the ruins of the Abbey) where John Wesley preached to the ancestors.  Near 
the Methodist Church site, you can see part of the old road used by the ancestors on their horse & 

buggies. 
 It is quite a feeling to visit the places where one’s ancestors once lived and died, went to school 
and worshipped.  The IPA has certainly worked hard to preserve these places and arrange tours so 
that we can visit them. We hope to attend a 2020 tour to Germany. 
I would highly recommend to anyone, if you have the chance, to take a tour of where your 

ancestors lived.  I am sure you would not regret it.  It is a great way to learn and to acquire an 
appreciation of the way our ancestors lived.  You might also be lucky enough to meet some fellow 
descendants and to see some beautiful places. 

   

 

Keep Asking, Keep Asking….. 

         By Roy Morrison 

I always ask my cousin's what they 

found about our families. Every year 

we see each other for a few day's to 

catch up and when I ask about 

family info I always get the same 

answer, “nothing or I don't know if 

there is anything in the piles of 

paper. I haven't had time to look.” 

This time she brought a box of papers and this picture was inside. Wow.  A few other 

interesting bits but still info. So the thing is always ask and keep asking. They may come up 

with something interesting.  Now I have other family members to ask for info or pictures. You 

never know who has what. So….Keep Asking family members as this picture of my family 

taken 1913 and my mother is the baby.  You never know what family does not know they 

have.  Roy M     Lindaroy Kerrmorrison <rolintwo@yahoo.ca> 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some Standards for Sound Genealogical Research  
 1. Record the source for each item of information you collect. It is impossible to keep it all in your head! 
2.  Test everything against credible evidence. Do not use possibilities as facts until proven to be so.  
3. Seek original records, or unaltered reproduced images of them, as the basis for your research conclusions.  
4. Use compilations, communications and published works, (paper or electronic), primarily for their value, and/or     
               as guides to  the original records.  
5. Only state something as a fact when it is supported by convincing evidence. Identify the source when  sharing it . 
6. Limit with words like "probable" or "possible" any statement. Give the reasons that it is probable or possible.  
7. Avoid misleading others, either intentionally or carelessly by  distributing, or publishing inaccurate information.  
8.  Acknowledge all use of other researchers’ work.  
10. Make your work available to others but remember there are privacy issues you should or not want to release to   
              the general public.  Welcome critical comment or corrections.  
11. Consider with open minds new evidence or comments about your work. Evaluate and validate all new data. 
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 If I Were Organized, I Would Take…………  

        by  Deb Wickham 
 

 This is a picture of my stash – my treasures.  Genealogy related artifacts 

that have been collected over thirty years.  In my overworked mind, that 

spills out thoughts of family continuously, I believe that most people have 
a similar treasure box.  Does this look familiar? 
 

I use many different ways and databases to research my family tree. I use 

Ancestry as my working tree, My Heritage to reach all those whom don’t 

use Ancestry, and I use Legacy Software as a main source to record and 
store records.  These are just three main examples; it doesn’t include all the other online 

databases that I subscribe to as a student of genealogical studies. 
 

So, why this mess of treasures that I will admit to holding on to?  Time!  I will surmise that 

probably 90% of the information in this pile is recorded somewhere.  But, not sourced and 
there lies the problem.  Most of these items are artifacts held in my possession.  There are 

some births, death and marriage registrations but most are artifacts such as pictures, funeral 

cards, and marriage/birth announcements.  Elizabeth Shown Mills preaches “each single 

artifact must be sourced” and that means endless time to scan and put into folders and enter 
into my Legacy software.  But, not only that!  Every obituary, every will, should not be just 

entered as a document or picture.  In Legacy, you need to type out the text of the document.  

Time! 
 

I was lucky for a while.  I had a cousin thru marriage that donated some money to me to use 
for whatever genealogical purpose I wanted to.  So, I used it to hire a friend to begin the 

process of scanning this pile.  But, as usual money and Time run out. 
 

I did print out a book from Legacy for a family reunion and at the event I had a lot of these 

documents displayed.  But in Legacy, with a published book you can add so much more, but 
only if it is sourced and recorded in the program.  So once this ridiculous pile has been 

properly documented, I can ask the program to publish these documents and pictures in 

different ways. That is one of the reasons I love the Legacy software as it takes away a ton of 

the thought process in creating a beautiful book! 
 

Time is a factor and always will be.  If I were organized, I would take any new artifact or 
information and deal with it immediately.  There is a thing called life though, that gets in the 

way.  I had a mission this summer to record ten different items per day.  Didn’t happen and 

won’t in the near future either.  The month of August is filled with company and 
grandchildren, and unfortunately work will get in the way.  I need to come up with a plan.   
 

Maybe a remote island with just my computer, Legacy, genealogy and me? 
 
 

 Some Indicators You've Become a Genealogy nut………….. 
* You can recite your lineage back 8 generations, but can't remember to   

          pick up some milk at the grocery store……. 
 * You have more photographs of dead people than living ones……. 
 * You take pedigree chart forms wherever you go……. 
 * The local genealogy society borrows books from you….. 
 * The only films you have seen in the last year were census  records …. 
 * More than half of your CD collection is made up of vital statistic records… 
 * Your elusive ancestors have been spotted in more places than Elvis… 
 * What do you mean my grandparents didn't have any kids?  
* FLOOR: (n) The place for storing your priceless genealogy records… 
* A new baby arrives and you immediately beginning telling everyone about   
         his family tree. 
* Isn't genealogy fun? The answer to one problem, leads to two more… 
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 “Looking Back:  What I Gleaned from the Feb 1997 Relatively Speaking and 

Heritage Seekers that you may like to know??  Need to know?? Should know??  
By Madeline Fischer 

 

  As I read past issues of the AGS newsletters in our library I discover what a valuable 

resource it is. There are so many topics addressed by members who had found a need for and 

passed it on for our use. There is information many of us haven’t read before or we have 
forgotten what we read.  
 

  Odd Jobs & Old Jobs by Dorothy E. Stanley:  Medieval Professions: “Many no longer exist 

or changed the name of the job”   Brazier-brass worker, Chandler-maker/ seller of candles, 

Chiffonier – wigmaker,  Drummer – travelling salesman,  farmer- tax-collector /bailiff, 

indentured servant – one who has committed to working for someone for a period of time in 
exchange for passage to North America or other need, journeyman –craftsman, porter- gate 

or door keeper, tanner- animal skin tanning, whitcher- maker of chests. There are more listed 

in the article on page 7 RS 
 

Are You a Polish Scot or a Scottish Pole? By Dave Geddes: pages 8- 10.RS This is an 
article on the people along the Baltic Sea  as they moved and traded during earliest times and 

how the events over the years  created their heritages. A good read if your ancestors moved 

from Scotland or vice versa.  
 

From Littleport to Canada – the slo-o-ow way  by Terry Gregory HS. This is an article 

about the first transcontinental railway in Canada, the Canadian Pacific Railway, completed in 
1885 and the length of the trip, distance and time, of the SWIFT family’s journey from Toronto 

to Edmonton. Contrary to the advertising of the day it took them almost a month rather than 

the seven days.  
I found this an interesting article on travel by early train as my grandmother crossed Canada 

alone from London Ontario to Stettler, Alberta in late 1907 or early 1908 with a baby and 

toddler to join her homesteading farmer. Now there is a new search for me ??? How did she 
travel? By colonist, first class, or what ? Thankfully the author listed 2 sources: Trail of Iron, the 

CPR and the Birth of The West by Bill McKee and Georgeen Klassen, 1983 and The History of Canadian 

Railroads by Greg McDonnell, Footnote Production 1985. 
 

Continuing Education for Genealogists…  page 15 RS   An article from Everton’s Genealogical 

Helper, May- June 1996 page 23.  

“If you’ve been doing genealogy for even a short time, you’ve probably noticed that you can’t 

learn it in a single course or from a single book. Genealogy is a lifetime continuing 

education course in research methodology, history (including social, local, ethnic, legal, 
and medical), geography, library, on-site research, computer applications and  much more.” 

The author goes on to outline some of ways one can enhance their understanding of “doing” 

genealogy:  Read, Read, Read – by understanding the lives of your ancestors, how to do 
research methods, materials and books available all aid in your success. 

Join, Join, Join – genealogical societies (near you, province, ancestor’s home area), attend 

events, seminars, conferences, etc. Get to know your relatives and find out what they know. 

Research, Research, Research - plan for hours to search original records, family folklore, 
family records and verify and record where, when you found these. 
            (Permission to print was granted by The Federation of Genealogical Societies and the Everton 

Publications, Karen Green, and Everton’s Genealogical Helper Po box 368, Logan, UT 84323-0368) 
     For further information I suggest you contact them.  
 
 
 
 
 

When tracing your ancestors, please stay within the lines! 
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     Closing  Notes and thoughts:     
                    

Ten (10) Things I know about you. 
 

  1) You are reading this.  
 

 2) You are human.  
 

 3) You can't say the letter ''P'' without separating your lips.  
 

 4) You just attempted to do it.  
 

 6) You are laughing at yourself.  
 

 7) You have a smile on your face and you skipped No. 5.  
 

 8) You just checked to see if there is a No. 5.  
 

 9) You laugh at this because you are a fun loving person & everyone does it too.  
  

 10) You are probably going to send this to see who else falls for it.  
             author unknown 

How Did I DO???????    
 

In The Days ahead:   The next Saamis Seeker will be coming to your email in the later part 

of FEBRUARY 2020, WINTER ISSUE.  As well as our regular features, I would like to see 

more about you…….  So the THEME for that issue : 
“ What are you doing or have done so that someone will know remember you after you have 

died or years from now when they are doing genealogy research and wonders about you or 

someone asks “What has your life been like that should not be forgotten?”  Remember you 
grew up in a different time just as people are growing up in a different time now and in the 

future……. What changes have you seen? Think about changes of your lifetime no matter your 

age…… How is /was it different from today or will be from tomorrow? 
Send in your story or your paragraph or a short about something----- eg picture taking, 

canning food, travel, traditions, music, homes, and……………….?  What do you have to say????? 

Email it to me whenever you have it done but before the beginning of February…… 
 

Remember:  Your great grandfather was once a descendant………. Don’t you wish he would 

have written something of his life for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                 A moment in time…  by Madeline Fischer 

Til next time HAPPY HUNTING…….  Madeline Fischer, editor 
All rights reserved: The articles, stories and any other information in SAAMIS SEEKER is the property of the Medicine Hat and 
District Branch of the Alberta Genealogical Society and the authors of such materials. No reproduction of any kind or part of 
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